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DOLLARS AND SENSE

A sermon by Pastor Glen Schaumberg

(Mat 16:24-26 NIV)  Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. {25} For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. {26} What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

  Today we are going to have a little lesson in economics. It will be different from what you might expect. We are not going to be debating the national debt nor the budgetary deficit which adds to the national debt. We are not going to worry about the unemployment rate. Nor are we going to worry about whether or not this is a good time to refinance your home mortgage. This sermon will have nothing to do about saving for future needs and using savings accounts, or IRAs or 401K plans. You can see financial consultants, bankers, investment advisors, and insurance experts to advise you about those matters. 

  Today what we want to do is focus on how God places values on things, sometimes even by comparing them to economic values. Today our Biblical economics lesson will be about DOLLARS AND SENSE.  There will be three items that will demand our attention. I.  THE  COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS,  II.  THE PRICE OF GAINING THE WORLD, and  III.  THE VALUE OF A HUMAN SOUL.

I.  We first look at the economics of THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS.  Jesus said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  

  In our world it is so easy to make all sorts of calculations about the cost of things. By law a car dealer today has to tell you what the total cost of leasing a car will be and what the price would be if you bought the car at the end of the lease. If your eyes are sharp you can even look at the stickers on the shelves of the grocery store to see what the cost of items will be by the pound or ounce so that you can compare the prices of various brands or different sizes. You might be surprised to find that sometimes it is actually cheaper per ounce to buy a smaller size.   
   Jesus tells us to calculate the cost of following him as well. What is it going to cost you if you become a Christian or openly profess to follow him? It may not be measured in dollars and cents, but many Christians have lost jobs and positions because others did not like the fact that they were Christians. The price is most apt to be measured in terms of how you are treated. If you express your religious faith at work you just might find that people will accuse you of being a religious nut, or some might roll their eyes and act as though your ideas are so old-fashioned that you must be living on another planet. The kid in high school biology class who refuses to swallow the evolutionary approach may get a disgusting look from the teacher, perhaps a real scathing response, or perhaps a lowered grade. A college professor at UWM who would advocate belief in creation might be jeopardizing his job and future. Those are the mild cases. It gets much rougher on Christians sometimes. There are some places where Christians are sitting in prison. Some still lose their lives. I’ll give you a case.    
   Chet Bitterman, a Wycliffe Bible translator in Bogata, Columbia, made this entry in his diary on September 13, 1978:   Costa Rica, the situation in Nicaragua is getting worse.  If Nicaragua falls, I guess the rest of Central America will too. Maybe this is just some kind of self‑inflicted martyr complex, but I find this recurring thought that perhaps God will call me to be martyred for him in his service in Columbia. I am willing. 

   On January 19, 1981, 7 armed terrorists burst into the Wycliffe Bible translators office in Bogota, Columbia and took Chet captive for 7 weeks until they shot him in the head.  He died for his faith. He had calculated the cost and was willing to pay it. For him that was the cost of being a follower of Jesus. There is a cost for you to be a follower of Jesus too. It may not be that extreme. But if you openly want to be a Christian you will have to pay a price for that faith. Weigh the cost carefully. Are you willing to pay the price?
II.  The second point about Biblical economics is THE PRICE OF GAINING THE WORLD.  Jesus asked this question: “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?” There have been many people who have been out to gain the world. Alexander the Great came very close to gaining control of the whole world and then he sat down and wept because he had no more worlds to conquer. Surely Adolph Hitler had visions of gaining much of the world at his time. So did Stalin and Khrushchev. Saddam Hussein had visions of gaining control of the old Persian or Babylonian empires. If it were not for Desert Storm and the invasion of Iraq he might be on his way. Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft computer company, is considered the richest man in this country, worth billions. But now try out Jesus' question. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? What good did it do for Alexander the Great to conquer the world when he died of venereal disease at the age of 33? What good did it do for Adolph Hitler to subject most of Europe to war but then die in his bunker, probably of suicide? What did he gain? If Bill Gates is not a Christian, what good will his billions do him when he has to stand face to face with God? You can't even rent a motel room in heaven for a billion dollars a night. You can't even get into heaven without faith in Jesus. There is no back entrance, no secret passageway. You cannot slip the maitre 'd $20 for a better spot. There are no scalper's tickets available. You cannot buy a ticket to heaven for anyone else either for the Bible says: (Psa 49:7)  “No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him‑‑ the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough.”  There you have a Biblical dollars and sense answer to the price of trying to gain the whole world. If you lose your soul in the process, it is a lousy bargain. 
  The Bible says we cannot redeem either ourselves or anyone else. “No payment is ever enough”, is God's verdict. But we don't have to try to redeem ourselves or anyone else because the price has already been paid. This is the marvelous message of the Gospel. The Bible says:  1 Pet 1:18  “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” 
III.  We are talking about Dollars and Sense today. There is one more item to consider and that is THE VALUE OF A HUMAN SOUL.  The question Jesus asked was: “What can a man give in exchange for his soul?”  With these words Jesus suggested that the soul is so valuable that there is nothing worth exchanging it for. The CUBS were sold to an investor for $900 million dollars. Wrigley Field comes with the deal. But what price would be a fair one to offer for a person's soul? A person who plays baseball, or a person who can run a computer, or a person who can fix a car, or a person who can flip hamburgers, you can exchange the use of a person's body for money. You can exchange a person's time and training for a salary. But how do you compensate a person if you were to take his soul away? Greg Jennings signed an extension of his contract with the Green Bay Packers. His new four-year contract is for $26,885,000. If he had to choose $26 million or his soul in eternity, which would he choose? 

   I am sometimes mystified by the value that we place on animals. You may remember those two whales that were trapped in the ice in the Arctic region. The whole world seemed willing to mobilize to try to save a couple of whales. The Eskimos tried to open up the water with axes and chain saws. Others tried heating bonnets to try to melt the ice. The US supplied helicopters and ground equipment. The Russians came to the rescue with an ice breaker and that finally worked. A passage was cut through the ice and the whales were able to swim to open water. If you had the ability to figure out what this rescue operation really cost in man hours and equipment, it is certain to run into the millions. That was just to save two whales who may no longer even be alive.   

    To determine the cost for preserving endangered species, University of Chicago professor Don Coursey counted the government money spent per animal to increase the population of each species. Getting top dollar: 

 * Florida panther, $4.88 million per animal. 

 * California condor, $1.57 million. 

 * Bachman's warbler, $1.11 million.      (USA Today, 2/15/94, p. 1D.) 

Hidden away in the Stimulus Bill was $16.1 million to preserve an area in California as a salt marsh. One of the reasons for the designation was to protect the salt marsh harbor mouse. Some argue that we are spending $16 million to protect a mouse.

   In the public school sector it is not unusual for $8,000, $10,000 or even over $12,000 to be spent each year to try to educate those little brains and the prepare those little bodies for life. But how much is spent on preparing their little souls for eternity? All the money that is poured into training and educating bodies and minds is of short-range value. If you checked your health insurance policy you would probably find that there is a cap of $500,000, $1 million or $2 million on the amount that the insurance policy would pay out for you during your lifetime. That sort of tells you the outside limit of the value of your body to the insurance industry. Ronald Reagan was a successful actor, a governor of California, a repeat president of the United States, but this popular figure became a victim of alzheimer’s disease. That once sharp brain and quick wit declined. He died a few years ago. What is that body and brain worth now? But as his body and mind declined in ability, what about his soul? Was that worth less too? Not at all! The value of the soul has been established by God, not by market forces. God has placed the value of a human soul so high that he was willing to pay the ultimate price to save it. God was willing to send his own Son to this earth to die to save all souls from an eternity in hell. God didn't have to do that. Out of love he chose to do it. It is because he loves our souls that much that he also is concerned about our bodies. It is because our bodies house our souls that God is even willing to be concerned about the hair on our heads. So Jesus told us how to figure out our priorities and said:  Mat 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
   So ask the question again as Jesus asked it: “What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” There is no good answer to that question other than Jesus.
