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1 Corinthians 10: 1-13.  These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall.  No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But, when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
Dear Friends in Christ,
When I was a child hearing the stories of the Old Testament believers, I was shocked.  Here were the people who could see God as he rescued them from Egypt.  Here were people who saw him accompany them in a cloud and with fire.  Here were people who were taken to Mount Sinai and they could see God on the mountain as Moses went up to receive the Law.  Yet, these same people faced judgment after judgment after judgment because they would not follow God.  I was shocked because how could these people not follow God and obey God?  How could these people even think of wandering to other gods and worshipping them instead?  How could these people be so stupid?  It was only after I had grown up and fully understood these lessons that I understood the lessons God wanted us to learn from these stories that we need to understand today.   The lesson is very simple:  If I try to follow God using human power, human understanding, and human logic, I will never follow God and be an easy prey for Satan’s lies.  But if I draw from Him strength and power through His Word and allow God to lead me, I can remain one of his children.
This always sounds so simple yet, it is one of the most difficult lessons that sinful human beings must learn.  It sounds simple until you realize all of the pressure and temptation that Satan will use to try to pull us away from God.  We have to live with our human sinful nature that will bring every logical reason not to follow God.  We have a world that does not understand God nor will even acknowledge him. And then there is the deceiving angel, Satan, who will constantly lie to us and tempt us in so many ways to pull us away from God.  And when you realize all of the spiritual forces of evil that are arrayed against us, it becomes very easy to give up because we think it is a battle we cannot win.  But, before we give up we have understand all of the forces that God has sent us to help us.  God has sent His Son Jesus to already defeat all of the forces of evil in our place.  God has given to us his powerful Word which is the only source of truth in the universe that will always defeat the lies of Satan.  He sends his very angels to help us and protect us.  And then Jesus tells us that he will be with us always, even to the very end of the age.  And then, we have the promise of God given to us in the last verse of our text.  Here God promises us that he is in charge of all things and that God will always provide a source of strength and power to help us, if we will only recognize it.  Let us then examine these words and learn the lessons that God has given to us so that we will stand using his power.  Let us see the most important lesson of our life:  Use God’s Power to Stand Firm. 
Please open you Bibles to page 1135 in your pew Bible and please look at all that God was speaking about in the words just before our text in 1 Corinthians 10: 1-10.  
God reminds us of the nation of Israel and how each person began.  They were all rescued from the Egyptians through mighty miracles.  They passed through the parted Red Sea.  They all arrived at Mount Sinai and could actually see the presence of God.  Yet, many worshipped a golden calf while Moses was on Mount Sinai.  They were influenced by the people of Canaan and became sexually immoral.  God sent judgment after judgment to wake them up.  In these judgments thousands of people died.  This is where I would ask the question as a child, “How could people who had seen the presence of God fall away?  How could they stray so far that they needed the judgments of God to wake them up?”  
The answer is found in the words of our text:  These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  These tragedies reflect the weakness of the human being.  We do not have the power to stand up to Satan and his temptations.  We don’t have the power to follow God or obey God or to love him as we should.  We need these warnings to remind us of our spiritual weakness as sinful human beings.  If we were not so weak we would not need a Savior.  We would not need God and His Word.  But, fellow Christians, we are this spiritually weak.    But the key phrase is at the end of this verse where God reminds us that we are the ones on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.   We have journeyed to the cross of Calvary and have seen Jesus suffer and die for our sins.  We have seen Jesus rise from the grave on that first Easter morning.  We have the Holy Spirit living inside of us by faith.  We have the Bible in which we can read the Word of God and draw from God his power and love.  This is why we have the same problem that the people of Israel had.  We think we are so powerful and so wonderful that we can get lethargic spiritually.  But just the knowledge of all that God has done for us can lead us into this terrible lie, that it does not matter anymore, that I don’t have to fight Satan anymore.  
If people who actually lived God’s presence could fall away, then the warning of God is so important: So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall.  When we look at ourselves as a sinful human being and we think that we are so wonderful and so powerful, then this is when we are the most vulnerable.  This is when the lies of Satan are coming into our head and trying to get us to believe that we don’t need the Bible and we don’t need God’s power and we don’t need to come to church.  These lies will cause us to become even more weak and vulnerable and soon we find ourselves doing the very same things that the nation of Israel had done.
This is why God brings to us some of the most comforting words of the Bible because they remind us how much God loves us.  He says very simply: No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But, when you are tempted, he will provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.  First, remember that there are no new temptations.  Every temptation that exists today has been tried by Satan for thousands and thousands of years.  He uses them because they work so well.  Try sexual immorality.  It has been done for as long as sin existed.  Try greed, lust, human ego, and the lies where we don’t need God.  These were done to the nation of Israel and were successful.  This is where it becomes so easy for us to get down on our knees and just give up because we cannot succeed.
But it is here where God reminds us of all that Christ came into this world to accomplish.  He defeated the lies of Satan in our place and overcame Satan.  
He defeated the fear of death by destroying its power over us.  He then took upon himself every one of our sins and paid the penalty for every one of them.  The victory over sin, death, and Satan has already been accomplished through Christ.  Now God gives us the promise that all things work for the good of those who love him.  He says that he will be with us all the time, even to the very end of the age.  He has promised to send his angels to watch over us and take care of us.  This is why our text makes a very simple yet far reaching statement.  It simply says God is faithful.  God will keep every promise he has made to help us and protect us.  God fulfilled the greatest promise of all when he sent his Son to suffer and die for our sins.  He fulfilled the greatest promise of all when Jesus walked out of the grace victorious over sin, death, and Satan.  If God can fulfill the greatest promises of all time, then he will keep every promise made within the Bible.  This in itself produces the greatest peace that could exist.
Now look at one of the greatest promises of all time.  He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.  God knows us.  God knows our innate weakness because of sin.  This is why God can issue a promise.  First, he will not allow us to be tempted beyond what a sinful human being is able to overcome.  If God knows that a certain temptation is too much for us to bear, God will control this world to the point where it is not able to make us fall.  But, the most important aspect of this promise is that God promises that He will also provide a way so that we can stand up under sin’s load.  His name is Jesus Christ.  Christ is the one who has already born this sin in his body and paid for its penalty.  But, also Jesus was able to bear up under Satan’s temptations and overcome them.  For this reason the power of the truth has been given to us in the Word of God that sin’s power has been defeated.  Jesus tells us in John 8: 31, 32 If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.  Satan’s lies have already been defeated.  The victory has already been achieved in our place.  As a result we simply need to remember Christ’s victory and use this same power of Christ to defeat Satan.  Then we can carry out the will of God using God’s power and God’s wisdom.
This is why God commands us to come to church to remember.  This is why God commands us to pray regularly so that we can be reminded.  This is why God has given us his Word so that we can remember.  Every time we remember, the power of sin is defeated.  But,  what about the temptations to stay away from church and the Bible?  What if those are the temptations we face?  This is why God then sends us out Christian brothers and sisters in Christ.  These are the people that God will send to help us remember Christ and all that Christ has achieved for us.  God commands us to form churches for this very reason.  We are to look out for each other and help each other and encourage each other in and through the love that God has shown to us through Christ.  When we share this love of God with each other we are helping each other to stand up to temptation by sharing with them the greatest power in the universe.  This love shown to us through our brothers and sisters in Christ allows us to mutually bear this burden together with Christ and through Christ.
We often get the temptation that we face Satan’s temptations alone.  But God says let me stand with you.  Use my power.  Use my victory.  Use your brothers and sisters in Christ to assist you.  Use the power of my Word.  Use the assistance of the angels I send to help you.  With all that God has sent to help you, we can see the promise of God.  I will never allow you to be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will provide a way out so that you can bear up under it.  God has provided us with the power and wisdom to stand up to Satan’s lies.  
But this power and wisdom is not found within us.  It is only found within the Word of God.  The only question is this:  Will we use God’s power in our lives to stand up to Satan and thus follow God all the way to heaven?  If we do then we have learned from the failure of the people of Israel.  Then God can use us to speak the Gospel and to help others.  Then God can use us to encourage others and stand with them against Satan.
The people of Israel did not learn this lesson and fought Satan alone and failed.  We must be warned not to repeat their mistakes but to trust in God and his power expressed through so many others so that through the victory of Christ we can overcome Satan’s power by using the power and victory of Christ.  Use all that God has sent us to stand up under these temptations.  Then remember the promises of God given here that he will help us.  And when we understand these promises we can live in the peace and hope that only God can give us.


