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1 Corinthians 15: 54-57 
When the imperishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: Death has been swallowed up in victory.  Where O death is your victory, where O death is you sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is in the law.  But thanks be to God.  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
The human being has a huge problem.  We think we are so big and powerful and that we can control our own destiny and make our own decisions.  Then we have to attend the funeral of a friend and this bravado comes crashing down.  We realize that we do not have any control over death or much of anything else for that matter.  This is why we must understand that we have a terrible enemy to overcome and we do not have the power to overcome it.  The greatest enemy that the human being must deal with is death itself.  Think about it.  If I lose my battle with Satan, I will commit a sin, but I will live to fight another day.  If I lose my battle with sin, I will also live to fight another day.  But, death occurs only one time.   This is why to most people, even mentioning death causes many people to become immediately afraid.  The reason for this is because by nature we really do not know what lies on the other side of our physical life.  God tells us it is a place of great peace and joy filled with everlasting love.  But, Christians, do you really believe this?  It is here where Satan wants to raise doubts and then take those doubts and grow them into something that will separate us from God.
This is why Easter is such a wonderful event for it.  When Jesus died on the cross of Calvary everyone had those doubts.  Is Jesus stronger than death?  Can he truly rise from the dead?  Can he truly pay for the sins of all people, including me?  Can you imagine what it was like for the disciples to wait for that first Easter Sunday morning?  They knew Jesus was the Messiah, but can anyone defeat the power of death?  This is why the words of our text are so important because it is in these words that we find the reason to celebrate today and every day.  Jesus did rise from the dead.  Jesus did defeat the power of death itself.  This is why we must understand the words of victory before us today and see how the Lord reminds us: Christ is Victorious, Spread the Word.
Can you imagine what it was like to sit and wait on Saturday?  The disciples believed Jesus.  They believed the miracles that occurred when Jesus died on the cross.  They saw his ministry and heard his Words, words that were filled with hope and peace.  They saw him walk on water and reveal his divinity on the Mountain of Transfiguration.  But, on Saturday, they waited.  But they were also were kept from understanding everything.  They were disappointed that Jesus had failed, because he died.  Their sinful nature produced all sorts of negative thoughts about the death of Christ because they were in mourning.
But, on this morning the first one at the tomb was not the disciples, but the women. They came to anoint the body which meant that they really did not understand how Jesus would conquer death.  The disciples came, but they too did not understand Jesus victory because they thought that Jesus’ body had been stolen.  But what is amazing is that Jesus would not allow them to live in this misunderstanding for long.  Jesus appeared to the women and then to the disciples. 
He did it to show that even though they did not understand until the Holy Spirit would teach them, he knew that everyone would want to know if Jesus is stronger than death.  And Jesus announced to them and to us that his victory is supreme.  He is more powerful than death and sin and Satan.
But what does this mean for us today.  First it does mean that all of our sins are paid for completely.  If they were not fully paid for, Jesus could not rise from the dead.  Second, when it came down to a battle between Christ and Satan, Christ won that victory.  Satan is now destined for hell and we are destined for heaven as long as we believe in Jesus as our Savior.  But it is the last one that means so much for us right now today.  Jesus is more powerful than our greatest enemy, death itself.  It is here where many people miss the victory of Easter.  Not only does Jesus conquer sin, death, and Satan, but it means that God is able to help us with our day to day problems.
We often are afraid, but God tells us in Genesis 26: 24 Do not be afraid, for I am with you.  Jesus told his disciples in John 14: 1 Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God. Trust also in me.  Because Jesus conquered death Jesus can help us conquer our fears and live in the peace and hope that come from a child of God.  This is why this morning we can sing great Alleluias , Jesus is victorious and through him so can I.  How many people truly understand the significance of this event within their own daily lives right now?  This is why we must understand what this means.
Please think of the things that make us afraid.  Some of you are out of work or in danger of losing your jobs.  Can Jesus calm your fears and help you overcome this fear?  Jesus is so powerful he conquered death.  This means that He can help you with your fear of losing your job.  Some of you this year have faced marriage problems or maybe you have gone through a divorce.  Can Jesus help you overcome your fear of the future?  Can Jesus help you solve your marriage problems?  Jesus conquered death. Therefore he can help you through a rocky marriage.  Young people, you face the fear of the future.  You face the idea of trying to choose a career or a new school.  You also face huge peer pressure.  Can Jesus help you with your fear of the future?  Jesus conquered death.  He can help you with your fear of the future.  Some of you right now are facing death because of disease or old age.  Some of you are facing the future without your spouse because they face death now or they will in the future.  Can Jesus help you through these troubling times?  Jesus conquered death and opened the gates of heaven to you.  Jesus not only will help you, he will lead you by the hand all the way to heaven.  The gates of heaven are now open because of what Jesus did.
This is what Christ’s victory means for us.  We face temptation every day.  We face fear every day.  We face the pressures of this world every day.  We face the lies of the world every day.  Where can we find the power to overcome these temptations and these fears?  Jesus conquered death.  He can help you.  But it is here where every Christian is going to raise the question:  How can Jesus help me?  How can he give me his wisdom and his power and his love so that I can gain these daily victories over sin, death, and Satan?  Jesus to us in Matthew 11: 28 Come to me, all you who are wearied and burdened, and I will give you rest.  But where can we go to meet Jesus and draw this strength and power and love from him?  Jesus simply says that he is the Word of God.  He will meet us in the Word of God.  Here the Holy Spirit will teach you all that you need to know.  Here is where Jesus will meet you to give you his wisdom and power and hope and peace.
He will meet us in the Bible.  And it is here where we must help you understand something.  Often we face trouble and problem and then stay away from church or we do not read out Bibles and then we complain that God will not help us.  
The problem is that Satan lies tell you that if you stay away from church or don’t study your Bible that this is the answer to your problems.  But the reason why you are having so many problems is that you are trying to solve them with human ideas and human philosophy.  Human power cannot overcome death or Satan or sin.  Only Jesus has this power.  This is why it is so important for us to understand that if we truly want to share in Christ’s victory we need to be in church every week.  We need to be in the Bible every day.  And when we are we also then can share in Christ’s victory and live in the joy and hope that Jesus won for us.  Then we can live in the love that can only come from Jesus Christ through his Word.  Then we can live in the joy that comes from knowing that no matter what happens in this world, Christ has won the victory that we can use day after day and for eternity in heaven.
It is also here where we must understand the plan of God.  God wants his people to be into the Word so that he can help them through their problems and troubles and fears.  And then, once we are strong in the Word, then Christ commands us to go and make disciples of all nations by telling them the Gospel.  The people of our world do not know about Christ’s victory or of his plan to save them.  The only way for them to find this out is for us to tell them.  But, if we are consumed by own fears and worries, how can we help them?  But if we are strong in His power and in His love, then this love and joy will spill over to them.
This is why today is such a wonderful day.  Not only do we share in the knowledge of Christ’s victory almost 2000 years ago.  But we also celebrate the victory that he gives to us today and every day so that we can live as his children and carry out his will for our lives.  But then we can also look forward to that wonderful time in heaven where we will live this victory forever.  Let us celebrate this victory today and every day.  There also another reason why we need to understand this victory.  So many people in our world live in the defeat of sin every day.  They do not know about Christ’s victory that he wants to share with them.  Christ wants our victory celebration today to overflow to all of the people of this world so that they can also share in the joy of this victory forever.  May our victory celebration today be contagious so that in infects every human being so that they can celebrate this victory every day of their lives and then celebrate with us in heaven. Amen. 

