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1 John 3: 16-18  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
What is a church?  I always love to ask this question because most people think of a church as a building where I go and worship.  Did you know that in the Bible the word church never refers to a building because back then there were no churches as we know them today?   Within the Bible the word church always refer to people.  It speaks about the people who make up the body of Christ.  Every person sitting here today is a member of the body of Christ.  Having said this, then each person must determine how they fit into the body of Christ.  In our vision statements Trinity tries to grasp this concept for all of its members.  Children of God without you we do not have a church.  Without you we can do very little within the church.  Without you we cannot call pastors and teachers.  Without you we cannot have a Christian Elementary School.  Without you we can’t function as the body of Christ because then all we become are individuals working in the kingdom of God.  But together not only do we form the body of Christ, but now God wants us to work together so that he can work through us to help each other, encourage each other, and reach out to the people of Waukesha with the Gospel message of salvation.  Today we are going to examine two of our vision statements that involve the work of the church and to see how important it becomes for all of us to work together.
Our second vision statement says this:  We support our congregation through the first-fruits of our time, talents, and treasures.  Recognizing God’s generous blessing in our lives, we passionately share his blessings inside and outside the congregation.  To understand what this means are the words of our text in 1 John 3: 16-18  which says This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear Children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
It is fascinating when you examine what Jesus told his disciples when he mentored them for three years.  You would think that he would inform his disciples on how to run churches and how to meet budgets and how to administer to God’s people.  He did talk about sharing the Bible with everyone when he said: go and make disciples of all nations.  But there was one thing that he stressed above everything that he taught his disciples.  He taught his disciples how important it was to love one another.  In fact he said that everyone will know that you are my disciples by how well you love one another.  But how do you show this love for one another?  We can’t be like Jesus who literally healed diseases.   We can’t be the embodiment of this love as He was.  Yet, the words of our text give us an idea of what this means as we examine our second vision statement that is on the wall behind me.  Love is shown in our stewardship.  Let us then examine these words today and see how the Lord reminds us:  Put God’s love into Action.
Imagine hearing the words of our text for the very first time.  Jesus expressed his love for us when he willingly laid down his life to pay for our sins.  He did not die for good people, because there are none of them.  He died for miserable sinners like us.  He died for people who sin in thought, word, and deed.  He died for people who love him and he died for people who hated him.  He died for people who will go to heaven.  He even died for every person who will end up in hell.  His love for all people was unconditional.  He did not care if they were good or bad or if they loved him in return.  He loved them all.  Now this Savior who loved us with this kind of love commands all of us to share this love with all of the people around us.  In fact Jesus now asks us, “Will you lay down your life for your brothers?”
At first this seems like a strange request because who is my brother for whom Jesus now asks me to die?  Then how does Jesus expect me to lay down my life for them?  In Mark  3: 35 Jesus made this statement to his disciples: Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.  First the people that God wants us to lay down my life for are the people of faith.  The people that do the will of God are the people who have this love in their heart by faith.  These people come together within a church to work for the good of God’s church and to further his kingdom.  These people gather together into congregations.  These people are called by God to join this love from God into churches where they can all work together.
But, how can I lay down my life for my brothers?  Jesus is not asking us to go to the cross and sacrifice our life for our brothers, but Jesus is asking for a sacrifice.  He explains this in our text:  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  God asks us to take this love that he has given to us by faith and put it into action.  The example that God gives us is that we see someone in need and we ignore them.  Or we just tell people we love them but our words mean nothing because our actions betray this love that comes from God because we are so consumed by selfishness that we cannot part with any of God’s gifts.  But, if this selflessness is a part of our life then we will put this love into action by seeing people in need and responding with more than just words.  Stewardship involves the use of our time, talents, and treasures.  This is why our second vision statement says something wonderful.  It says “We support our congregation through the first-fruits of our time, talents, and treasures.  Recognizing God’s generous blessing in our lives, we passionately share His blessings inside and outside the congregation.
It is amazing how this word passionately is used here.  God does not want us to use our stewardship because it forced out of us.  God simply says that once you see my love expressed in how I have blessed you, this love will create such a desire within you to thank the Lord that you will passionately seek to serve him and the people around you through the use of your time, your talents, and your treasures.  The expression of this love of God in your words and actions is the most important aspect of our part in the body of Christ.  This is why stewardship expressed in and through the passionate love of Christ and for Christ is truly the basis for all that we do as the children of God.
Our third vision statement says this:  We provide a complete ministry from cradle to grave, supporting specific groups, and the congregation as a whole.  Our ministry is centered upon the Word and sacraments through worship, education, Bible study, spiritual support, fellowship, and service opportunities.
The text that brings this to mind is a very simple one from the Bible found in 1 Corinthians 12: 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
One of the great battles that goes on in the mind of every Christian is to determine who we are.  Satan wants us to believe that we are just condemned sinners who have nothing to offer to the church.  Satan attacks our self-esteem and lets us only see all the mistakes we have made and all of our failures and thus we think we cannot do anything right so why try.  When we hear about people who are asking for us to get involved we always hold back because these negative thoughts from Satan get us to believe that we have nothing to offer God and his church.  However, there is another aspect to our mind that we need to understand is what God tells us in these words.  God tells us that we are his children by faith.  He tells us that he lives inside of us by His Spirit.  But one of the most extraordinary aspects of our life is that He has said that he has given to us each special gifts that He has given to no one else.  He then asks, commands, motivates us and simply says will you use these gifts to my glory and to further my kingdom.  He says that he will work through us by this faith to touch the hearts and minds of others.
In our text God simply makes a wonderful point.  He says that you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it.  I always like to ask, “which part of the body of Christ are you?”  Often upon hearing this, people want to become discouraged because maybe they feel that the gifts that they have are not important.  But there are no unimportant parts to the human body.  We can get by without a finger or a toe or even our nose or ears.  But it does not operate as well.  Think of the person in our church who simply smiles at everyone.  What a gift.  Or what of the person who is just friendly to everyone.  What would we do without it?  Think of the person who has compassion and can send a little helpful note to others.  Think of how important it is to have a person who can make some repairs or who can arrange flowers.  I could sit here and speak to you for hours and hours on the wonderful gifts that each of you have.  Yet, it is important first of all for each of you to go Christ and ask for his help and the help of your brothers and sisters in Christ and ask them to help you identify these gifts because we all have them.  But, there is also something vital to you and that is that once you have identified these gifts then to ask the people around you where you can get involved.
Our Third Vision Statement says:  We provide a complete ministry from cradle to grave, supporting specific groups and the congregation as a whole.  Our ministry is centered upon Word and sacraments through worship, education, Bible Study, spiritual support, fellowship, and service opportunities.  When you look at this statement and then add that our current membership is at 1738 members, you can see that this is a monumental task.  How do you provide for the support of 1700 members at every age from cradle to grave?   My friends, if you leave this up to the pastors, then we need about 25 pastors here.  But, if you are the members of the body of Christ then we will be as successful as the membership is involved in this church.  If we leave this ministry up to a few people, then we will have a very small ministry.  But, if everyone were to get involved, the ministry grows rapidly.
Please understand why this is important for you to get involved in something.  There are two people that benefit from your involvement.  There are the people you get to help and encourage.  These people are strengthened in their faith and their ability to serve their Lord.  
These people will renew their excitement in serving the Lord and this excitement becomes contagious to all of the rest of the people around them.  
Because the second person that will benefit from your involvement is you.  When you see this excitement that becomes contagious it also rubs off on you.  Your enthusiasm for service takes another step in a positive way.
We never get involved because we have to.  Yet, for God’s people it is very necessary.  We face temptations every day.  We face discouragement every day.  We face our own problems and troubles and these also tend to wear us down.  But, when we get involved in Bible Study, when we get involved in service to others, when we get involved in trying to encourage others grow in their faith, our faith grows, our excitement grows, our enthusiasm grows, and our love for others grows because see that we are not alone.  And when we get to do this with our brothers and sisters in Christ this bond of trust and love also grow in the same manner.
Why does God command us to form churches?  Why does command ask us to get involved?  It is because we need it ourselves and so does everyone who will benefit from it. We need the support and encouragement of other Christians.  We need to see how important we are to Christ’s church so that he can use the gifts he has given to us through the Holy Spirit to help and support other Christians.  As we use these gifts that God has given to us not only do we help others, but we benefit as we grow and mature spiritually.  And as each Christian uses these gifts with other Christians this bond that we form is used as a solid army of God’s people who are able to, through the power of God to stand up to the lies of Satan and overcome them.  In this way God is able to reach out to more and more people with the Gospel and more and more souls are saved for eternity.
Now you can see why our LIFE Commission is so important to us and to our church.  Not only does it enlist the aid of all of God’s people, but it also is the means to serve others with the Gospel of Christ so that each person can take their place within the kingdom of Christ.  When you see the programs of the LIFE Commission then please see how you can get involved and how you can move this ministry forward.  May God help us to be moved by his love to get involved.  And by our involvement may we help and encourage all of the people around me to know and express this love for God in all that we do and say.  In this way may Christ be seen in us and through us.

