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1 Peter 2: 9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Why are you a child of God?  I always love to ask this question because often we really don’t understand our purpose as children of God.  God sent Christ to die for you because he loved you.  By his love he also sent His Spirit into your heart to create the faith that not only saves you, but also equips you for service in His kingdom.  Because of that faith you will be in heaven some day.  But it is here where many Christians want to stop.  I am going to heaven.  But is this the only reason why God called you to be one of his children?  Is this the only reason why you are a child of God?  It is here where we must stop and look at the plan of God for the world and to see our part in it.  Today many Christians complain about the world and all that is going on in it.  Yet, Christians, how is God going to change the world?  He is going to change the world through us.  He is going to change the world when His children understand His plan for the world and then work very hard to fulfill the small part each of us has in the plan of God.
This is why on a week of confirmation it is so important for all of us to remember our own confirmation and then to understand what this means to my life right now.  This is why this one little verse is so important.  Within this verse God reminds us of why we have been called to faith.  We have not been called to faith just to get us to heaven.  We have been called to faith so that God can work in us and through us so that all of the people of the world might know Him and be saved by him.  Let us then examine the Word of God today and see how the Lord reminds us:  Be the Chosen Children of God.
When Jesus Christ died on the cross of Calvary the world held its breath.  If he was the Son of God He would rise from the dead victorious over all of the enemies of God.  On that first Easter morning all of God’s children joined in the victory celebration of Christ.  But there were many people of that time that did not know about this victory of Christ just like today there are millions of people who do not know Christ and his love for them.  Jesus did not come to die for the sins of the good people or the people who would follow Him.  Jesus died for the sins of all people.  But, how are the people of the world going to know Christ and be saved by Christ?   How are they going to know about the life after this one where people will be spending it either in heaven or in hell?  How can we make sure that all of the people of the world are with us in heaven?
It is here where we must understand why it is that Jesus called us into His kingdom.  It is here where the verse we have chosen becomes very special.  It says that.   we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God.  But what is it that makes us God’s people?  What is it that sets us apart from the rest of the people of the world?  What do we have that the world does not have, yet needs to have if they are going to be with us in heaven?  We were once just like them.  We lived as spiritually dead people without hope or peace or love.  But God entered our heart by faith and literally raised us from spiritual death to spiritual life.  By this powerful faith that God gave us we live as His children destined for heaven.  We are the chosen people because now God lives in us by faith.  We were bought at a price through the blood of Jesus Christ.  We were made holy for a reason.  God tells us that the reason why he called us to faith is so that we can declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
We were chosen to do more than just get us to heaven.  We are now Christ’s disciples.  This is why Jesus told his disciples Now go and make disciples of all nations by baptizing them in the name of the father son and Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  In God’s plan he is not going to write His Word in the cloud.  He is not going to cause the rocks to cry out his love to the world.  God is going to send His children into the world with the Gospel.  He is going to use their example and their joy to draw people to him.  He is going to fill the hearts of his people with so much love that it will spill over to all of the people around them and it is here where we see our place in God’s plan.  You are the people who have been entrusted with God’s Word.  You are the people who have been given the powerful love of God.  You are the people in whom the Holy Spirit lives by faith.  Not only does all of this make you holy, it is now time to see your part in God’s plan to change the world.  You are ones who have been given the message of the Gospel to proclaim to all people.  You have been given the love of God to share with all people.  You are called the light of God to shine his love into the dark world of sin and draw people out of the darkness into the wonderful light of God.   But if all we are doing is standing around waiting to go to heaven while the souls of others are dying then we have missed our calling.
If this is God’s plan to call people out of darkness into the wonderful light of God, then understand how Satan is going to try and stop us.  First he is going to try and isolate us so that we do not share this light or this love with others.  Second he is going to try and make us afraid of the people of the world so that we are afraid to carry out the will of God.  Third he will get us to be impatient with these people so that if we simply tell them once, we will never do it again.  And fourth he is going to try to simply get us to be selfish and only think of our salvation and not the salvation of others.
This is why confirmation is a time to recommit ourselves to the promises that we made when we were confirmed.  This is also the time to remember why this verse is so important.  God chose us before the creation of the world to be His people so that we can declare the praises of God to all of the people of the world.  It is God’s plan that we are to know Him, His will for us, His love for us, and His plan for the world and then allow our God to use us to influence the people of the world so that they could know God through us.
But, it is here where we have to also realize something vital.  We do not have the power in ourselves to change the world.  We do not have the power to change one soul or to raise that soul from death to life.  Only God has this power.  We are just his mouthpieces.  We are just the vehicles of His love and power to this world.  God’s plan begins with each of us realizing that if we are going to change the world that we must first draw this power from God through His Word.  We must draw His love through His Word.  And when this power and this love have first touched our hearts, then it can grow and spill over to all of the rest of the people around us.
This is why it is amazing when I hear people complain about the world without knowing that they are complaining about themselves.  If the world is running the wrong way then we must understand that we are the ones who have to do more than just complain about the people on their way to hell.  God wants us to do something about it.  
It begins with each of us telling our family and friends about Jesus Christ.  We must live this hope and peace and share the joy of being a child of God.  And when this happens then they can see God living in us and through us,  they will have a desire to find the source of our hope and peace and we can introduce them to our Savior.
However, if we do not have this hope and peace because we have been contaminated by the world so that we are down and depressed and filled with anger and despair, then how can the people who live in darkness find the light of God’s hope and peace in us and through us?  This is it has to begin with the power of God being used in our own lives so that we can draw this power from God.  When this power is in us it will create the joy and peace and the hope that comes from being a child of God.  Then and only then can it spill from us to all of the people around us.  But, if we are not drawing this power from God, then we will have no power to influence the world or to help people find their Savior.  Please then realize how important it is for you to first go to the Lord through His Word and have this power first in you.  Then God can use you to influence the world and to change hearts and minds and souls by drawing them out of the dark world of sin into His wonderful light of hope and peace.  For this reason may you realize how important you are to the plans of God and fulfill those plans by living as a chosen child of God. Amen 
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