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July 10-11-12, 2010 – Pentecost 7
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen
Sermon Theme:  “Call on Me.  Bother Me!”
1.  You need God’s divine help  2.  You can depend on God’s answers
Luke 11: 1-13
1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."  2He said to them, "When you pray, say: " 'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.   3Give us each day our daily bread.  4Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.  And lead us not into temptation.' "  5Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'  7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

Dear friends and followers of Jesus Christ,

     Today’s sermon is about prayer.  Who first taught you to pray?  Maybe it was a mom or dad, grandpa or grandma who first put your chubby little fingers and taught you to talk to God.  Maybe it was a pastor or teacher that taught you the finer points of prayer to pray in Jesus’ name and pray at other times besides before going to bed.  Certainly, these people in your life  were giving you a gift, a gift from God, a gift that truly keeps on giving.  You know what prayer is, don’t you?  Prayer is simply a “heart to heart” talk with God.  It’s the words of our mouths and the meditations of our heart that we send from earth to heaven, from this sanctuary and   our living rooms to God’s throne room.  The Bible directs every Christian believer to pray.  God has given us this guarantee:  we are never beyond a prayer.  We have His promise.  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer (1 Peter 3:12).  God always hears and answers every prayer prayed in Jesus’ name.  And God’s coverage is certainly better than Verizon or AT&T.  We never need to wonder:  “Can you hear me now God?”  Our Savior-God loves us so much that He wants to hear what’s on our minds and every concern of our hearts – the big ones and the small ones.  Prayer is not just optional … it’s necessary.  It’s necessary to keep in contact with our heavenly headquarters to ask God for help, to thank Him, or to praise Him and give Him the credit He so richly deserves.  That’s why the Bible says to each one of us :  Pray continually (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  So let’s do that right now.  Let’s take 30 seconds to have a silent prayer (and let me start:  Dear Father in heaven – we thank you that you hear our prayers.  Right now I ask that you listen to the prayers of your people (silence for 30 seconds)  … Amen.  So what did you pray?  Did you ask God for something like forgiveness, peace, or help?  Did you ask God to strengthen you with His Word and Sacrament?  Did you thank God for something … like a family member, friend, or even that you are able to take one more breath?  Did you pray for someone who isn’t here at this service?  Our prayer lists are endless – but don’t let that stop you from starting.  Does your prayer life need a jump start?  If so, carefully tune into a divine conversation Jesus had with His disciples in Luke, chapter 11.  And realize our Savior-God is talking to you and to me when He graciously says:  Call on Me.  Bother Me.

      Look at it this way.  When I was growing up, my parents were clever when it came to buying Christmas gifts for my sister and me.  They ask us ahead of time to make up a list of the things we wanted.  So when the catalog from JCPenny arrived in the mail, we’d turn to the toy section.  We’d spend hours analyzing every item to get the most bang for our buck.  Looking back, I think that’s how my folks would get through the holidays without having whiny kids bugging them all the time.  Now, I didn’t say my parents got us what we wanted – but we received more than we needed and more than we deserved.  In a much deeper and spiritual way, God has swung wide open His generous blessings of the world and told us to make lists upon lists of what we need and what we need to be grateful for.  Even better than a toy catalog, God is really saying:  Call on Me.  Bother Me!  Constantly.  Yes, talk to Him because we need His divine help.  And talk to Him because we may depend on His divine answers.

      Are you a home do-it-yourselfer?  Can you install a garage door, maybe do your own electrical or plumbing?  I only have thumbs when it comes to these kinds of projects.  Maybe that’s why I’ve been impressed with so many people here at Trinity who have these kinds of home improvement talents.  But, at one time or another, all of us have met our match when tackling a household project.  When things started going south, how far did you plow ahead before common sense finally took over and you asked someone for help?  The sooner you realize you are in trouble, the less it costs to bring in outside help to undo the mess you created.  Why is it that we have such a hard time realizing that life is not a do-it-yourself project?  Every single one of us needs our Savior’s help to handle our moments as well as our sins for us.  Here’s where our sermon reading begins:  1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."   The first thing we notice is that Jesus prayed – if there was one person in history who didn’t need to pray, it was Jesus.  Yet, he prayed as our substitute and he prayed as our example.  In our sermon reading for today, one of Jesus’ disciples realized he needed help in his prayer life.  The question I’m asking is this:  “what happened to the other 11 disciples?”  They needed help too but didn’t seem to notice.  Why not?  Perhaps they thought they were strong enough.  After all, they got to spend so much time with Jesus, so why pray more?  In a similar way that little fifteen minute project turns into a half-a-day ordeal, so also our sinful nature misjudges how damaging and damning sin is in our lives.  We tend to fool ourselves into thinking:  “we can handle it” whether it’s a nursing a grudge, navigating marriage problems, or an addiction.  Aren’t we in church?  Aren’t we going through the motions … and that tends to be the problem.  But guess what, the longer it takes us to ask Jesus for help, the bigger spiritual mess we create for ourselves, and we end up pushing ourselves father away from God and trapped in guilt and hopelessness.   

     And when we do pray, we don’t always ask God for the right kind of help.  We often look for a quick-fix to our troubles.  What I mean is this:  whenever something unpleasant happens to us, we tend to ask God to simply make it go away.  Asking God for that is fine.  But, sometimes, God allows those unpleasant problems to linger and we can become so impatient.  What we often miss is that maybe, that problem is what we need right now in our lives.  Maybe that problem will humble us and make us realize we need God’s help now more than ever.  How we react to God’s answer to our prayers depends on how well we know Him.  People who don’t know God very well will resort to making all kinds of bargains or deals with God – but that’s just manipulation.  I mean, would you call up your mom to say nice things only so she’d give you some money?  No – you’d call her because you’d know she loves you.  In a similar way, God’s Word tells us again and again how deep and wide the Heavenly Father’s love is for sinners like us.  Again and again, God reminds us how He sent His only Son Jesus to fix the damning problem of sin to earn heaven in our place by His atoning death on the cross and glorious resurrection from the grave.  He prayed for every time we didn’t and kept God’s law perfectly as our substitute.  And now God declares us righteous because of the blood of Jesus sacrificed for us.  God helps us to see that an eternity of heaven is waiting for every sinner who believes, sinners like us.  So the better we know God through His Word, the better we’ll be able to form our prayers on what we need and not just what we think we want.

     To help teach us what we need, Jesus gives us the LORD’s Prayer.  Our sermon reading continues:  2He said to them, "When you pray, say: " 'Father, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come.  3Give us each day our daily bread  4Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.' "  I wish we had more time in this sermon to describe each of these seven petitions or requests in detail, but let’s take a quick look.  Realize first we can approach our Heavenly Father in confidence just like earthly children approach their loving earthly fathers.  We can ask for anything, anytime – no request is too big or too small.  We ask God to hallow His name – to keep it pure and holy.  We ask that God’s kingdom come and realize that what He wants for us is more important than what we want.  We ask Him to give us enough for today and to forgive our sins as we forgive others.  And we ask Him to keep us away from temptation so we don’t try to take the powers of this dark world (the devil, world, and our sinful flesh) on our own.  Notice of the seven petitions, six of them are spiritual and only one is physical.  That reminds us to have more balance in our prayer life and to pray more for spiritual requests than only physical.  So God clearly says:  “Call on Me.  Bother Me.  We need His divine help every moment of every day.

     But, there’s more.  Call on Him because we can depend on Him constantly.  Sometimes we need help but we don’t feel comfortable asking for it because we don’t want to inconvenience anyone.  I mean, how would you feel if your neighbor came over every Saturday morning to borrow your lawn mower?  Maybe that’s why all of us have a garage full of home and garden tools!  But, when we come to God, we need to remember it’s never an inconvenience.  It’s never a bother when God is involved.  He says:  Call on Me.  Bother me because you can depend on me.  How does that work?  Listen to the example Jesus uses:  5Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'  7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  Can you imagine resorting to such tactics with your neighbors?  It’s the middle of the night and you’re in a bind.  You know you need help, but you’re out of time and out of luck.  What do you do?  I don’t think any of us would treat a good neighbor this way – he wouldn’t stay on your good side very long.  But, God invites us to pray and pray persistently, pray boldly, like our lives depend on His answer … because they do.  God has made our relationship with Him rock solid so our prayers don’t offend Him when we pray for the things He tells us to in His Word.

     But, trust God’s answer.  And you know God answers every prayer with a YES, NO, or WAIT.  It’s easy to see God’s love in our lives when God says:  “Yes.”  When we go in for that test or medical procedure, and God brings us safely through, it’s easy to say: “praise the LORD.”  God always gets the credit and deserves our praise.  But, how about when God says “no”.  We still need to depend on His goodness trusting that God sees something we don’t to protect us and help us now and in eternity.  And sometimes, God says:  “Wait, it’s not the right time.  Keep praying and don’t give up”  Maybe He says wait to the childless couple who asks for a baby and no baby is given.  Maybe He says wait  to the prayer that God brings a companion into her life, and that special friend doesn’t come.  God reminds us to pray persistently.  Our sermon reading concludes:  11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for[f] a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  As Jesus reminds us, if our earthly parents know how to take care of us, doesn’t our heavenly Father know us even better?  Speaking of our parents, did your dad every let you borrow the car when he probably shouldn’t have?  Maybe he didn’t know what we were planning with our buddies?  But, since God knows all things, including the past, the present, and the future, He really does know what is best for us.  Think about it.  Do you want a better congregation?  Pray for Trinity.  Want more people to attend more frequently in worship?  Pray for us.  Want more offerings to come to Trinity so more ministry can be done?  Pray for us.  And be a part of God’s answer to prayer.  So, here’s the bottom line.  Listen to God when He says:  Call on Me.  Bother me.  When we humbly come in Jesus’ name, we start to realize, it’s no bother at all.  Amen.
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