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Ephesians 1: 16-23 
I have not stopped giving thanks for you remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray also that they eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of hi mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body and the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Can you imagine what it was like for the disciples on the Mountain of Ascension?  Jesus had just told them that they would be his witnesses to the world, then he ascended into heaven and was gone.  I am sure that they had all sorts of questions.  How could they carry out the instructions of Christ?  How could they make disciples of all nations?  How could they change the world?  How could they bring people to faith?  How could they conquer sin, death, or Satan?  And if Jesus were right there with them, he would reply something like this:  You are right.  You do not have the power to change any person or the world.  You do not have the power to be the witnesses of Christ to a sick and sinful world.  You do not have the power to change the world or even one little soul.  But I do.  Christ would have the power to do all of these things.  And Christ would bestow all of this power on us to do the same, if we will only draw this power from him.
You see friends, when Jesus told the disciples that they were going to be his witnesses, these words would be for the disciples of all times.  This means that these words apply to each and every one of us.  This means that all of us have similar questions.  How can we carry out this work of Christ when we are just weak and sinful human beings?  The answer is the same.  We do not have this power within us by nature.  We can only have this power if we draw it from Christ through His Word.  If we do then we can be his witnesses to the world.  We can change the world and help others find Christ.
This is why the words of God before us today are so important.  On this day when we celebrate the anniversary of Christ’s ascension into heaven, we must understand how we can accomplish all that Christ has asked us to do.  
And if we can carry out these commands of God then we truly can be His witnesses to the world.  Let us examine these words and see how the Lord reminds us:  Live in the Power of God.
Please remember that the human writer of our text is the Apostle Paul.  Remember Paul.  In the past he thought that the Christian Church was one of the most dangerous organizations on the earth.  He made it his purpose to destroy it.  He had many Christians put into prison.  He stood by and held the clothes of those who stoned Stephen to death.  He was on his way to have more Christians put in prison when Christ appeared to him and asked him personally why he would persecute Christ?  Following this question Paul was struck blind and sent to be ministered by the very Christians that he was persecuting.  He eventually was taught the truth and was sent as a missionary to the Gentiles.  This is why Paul understood the basic idea that we can only serve God with His power and not human power.  He is writing these words to help people understand the truth that the only way for us to be God’s witnesses is to use the power of God.
This is why Paul begins our text with this simple prayer:  I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.  Many people do not know God very well.  They think of God as some angry judge who can’t wait to judge these sinful people.  They think of God as some powerful being that rules by fear and by making everyone afraid.  Many people think that God forces people to believe and punishes us when we make the slightest mistake.  Many people were expecting the Messiah to show this kind of power and force people to obey God once again as they obeyed God.  But the greatest example that we have that illustrates our God is the cross of Calvary.  Remember John 3: 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but shall have everlasting life.  Our God tells us in 1 John 4 that he is the source of love and the embodiment of love.  Jesus came and died for us because he loves us.  And now it is this Jesus who invites us Come to me all you who are wearied and burdened and I will give you rest.   Matthew 11: 28.  The only way that we are going to know God is to meet him in his Word.  Only when we go there will he reveal himself to us and teach us through the work of the Holy Spirit.  Only when we get to know him can we serve him with the same love that he gives to us by faith.  But, if we do not know him, we cannot serve him.
This is why Paul adds this wonderful prayer of how to know God better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of His glorious in heritance in the saints, and His comparably great power for us who believe.  God does not ask you to grasp Him with your intellectual mind or through human reason or wisdom.  God does not want you to grasp Him with human logic.  In fact God does not want you to grasp Him through your brain at all.  God rather wants you to see Him through the eyes of your heart.  Here is a wonderful definition of faith.  It is not based upon human logic or wisdom.  It is based upon knowing God by faith and through faith.  It is based upon a trust that goes beyond our human logical mind.  It comes from knowing God through a Savior who was sent to die for rebels and sinners.   It comes from knowing that there is more to life than life on this world.  We know by faith that a better life awaits us in heaven.  This hope dominates our life.  This hope gives us peace in the face of adversity.  This hope brings about the power to face difficulty because we know that no matter how terrible life is here it will not be permanent.  We know this inheritance that awaits us because it has been given to us as a free gift from our God through faith.
My friends it is this hope and peace that gives us the real power of God.  The real power of the Christian is not found in force, or in the law, or in anything that the law could produce in us.  It is found in the Gospel which is the real power of God.  Here God reveals this love to us and for us.  Here God reminds us of the hope of eternal life.  Here God reminds us that now everything comes down to two laws that God has given to us.  These two laws are found in all four Gospels because they are the basis of our life and of our church.  I will read the words that are found in Mark 12: 30, 31.  Here Jesus was asked by his disciples which is the greatest commandment.  Jesus replied: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.  God’s power is not found in how well we can obey Him.  God’s power is found in the correct motivation for all that we do and say.  If we do not follow and obey God because of this love then nothing we do can please Him.  But, if we love Him enough to serve Him and obey Him then everything that we do will please God.  If this is the power of God for us, then this is the power that will move us and motivate us to serve Him and to share this love with everyone around us.
It is because of this love for God and from God that He creates within us the desire to share this love with others.  If God wants us to love our neighbor as ourselves, then it means that we need to share this power with every person in this world.  Every person lives without any power or else they think that real power lies in force and threats and fear.  Because of this their lives are filled with fear and despair.  Fill them with hope by sharing with them the real power of God that changes hearts and minds.
God does not want us to be witnesses of his power by forcing people to believe.  God wants us to be witness of his love to the world.  God wants us to be witness of his hope to the world and his peace.  God wants us to be witnesses of the joys of being the children of God.  But if we do not know these very well then how can we be witnesses at all.  God also does not want us to be his witnesses through human power or logic.  He simply wants us to be witnesses of the power and the love and the hope that we first draw from him through his word.  And when we use his power then and only then can we be faithful witnesses of Christ.
This is why God further defines His real power and what it means for all of us.  That power is like the working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power, and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be Head over everything for the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.  This is what Jesus proved to all of us when He ascended into heaven.  His power is supreme.  The Father sent Him to conquer everything evil in this world.  But He did not conquer with force.  He conquered with His love for all people.  His love works and it is the power that changes hearts and minds and souls.  And if we use this power in our own lives we have nothing to fear because God’s power is supreme.  God promises not only will our lives be filled with the hope and peace and love of being one of His children.  He also promises that He will now work through us to help others in this love and by this love and because of this love.

Parents what is the greatest power we can pass along to our children?  It is not force.  It is the love of God.  We will pass this love on to them not through words, but with our actions.  When we model this love in our words and actions we show them that there is a greater power than anything else in this world.  We want our children to see God through the eyes of their heart so that they can live in the hope of eternal life now and take their place within the kingdom of God.  Christians, how will our church grow?  Is it going to grow through some great program or will it grow when we use this power of God in our dealing within each other and in how we treat the people around us?  It is quite obvious that if we are going to be the true Church of God then the power of God’s love must dominate everything that we do and say within our ministry of Christ.  Christians, how are we going to change the world?  Are we going to change this world by force or by passing more laws?  No we are going to change the world by sharing this power with all of the people of this world.  The people of this world do not know God.  But they will know God through us.  How we speak with them, how we love them, how we help them, how we show Christ living in us and through us, this is how we will change the hearts and minds and souls of the people around us.  This is how we will change the world.
This is why, when we see Christ ascend into heaven victorious and sit at the right hand of the Father we must now take on the same mindset as Christ’s disciples.  We must live in the only real power of God that can change us and make our lives different.  Then the world will see God in us and through us.  Then God will work through the power of this love to provide us with the power to deal with our trouble and problems and then we can help the people around us do the same.  Children of God, God’s power is found in His love.  Now can we live in God’s power today so that God’s power can be shared with all the people around us so that God can truly help them and save them?  Because only when we use the real power of God can we truly change the world one soul at a time through this infinite power of God.  Children of God can we live in the power of God and share his powerful love with all people?  May God grant us the power to do so.  Amen.
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