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Ephesians 2: 11-22 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “The circumcision” (that done in the boy by the hands of men), remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  Consequently you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Peace on earth good will toward men.  This is a statement that we have heard this Christmas season many times.  It literally means that the hostility that existed between the sinful human beings and God was resolved through Christ.  But, there is also something extraordinary about all that Christ did within his ministry on this earth.  He came also to unite all of the people of the earth.  Please remember that prior to the entrance of Christ into this earth there were two classes of people.  There were the Jews who were the people of the promise and then there was everyone else called the Gentiles.  But, when Christ appeared he came as the Savior to every human being.  So what do you do to unite people around Christ?  You simply take the wall that divided both groups of people and destroy it by fulfilling the Law in the place of every human being.  By doing so he established a people who are filled with hope and peace and then empower them to spread the Good News of the love that you have for everyone.
Today within our church is the season of Epiphany.  We call this the Gentile Christmas because of the magi from the east came to the Christ child.  They were not Jews but somehow God had called them to be part of this wonderful celebration of the birth of the Christ child.  This is why the words of our text are now very important.  Within these words God is now recalling what it means now for the people of God to maintain this unity so that we can work together to further the kingdom of Christ.  Let us then examine these words and see how the Lord reminds us:  We are United by the Blood of Christ.
The church at Ephesus had a huge problem.  Part of the church was made up of Jews who were brought up in environment that said the salvation was found only in Jewish faith.  Part of the church was made up of the Gentiles who now knew that the Jews had crucified the Messiah.  Now they were involved in one church.  Who would control the church?  Who would lead the church?  Who would be able to help the church grow?  It is easy to see how both of these groups would not get along.  The Jews would be prejudiced against any non-Jews.  The Gentiles would resent them because how could they kill their very own Messiah.  The initial tension in this church would be very real. 
Paul begins by addressing the Gentiles.  He reminds them at one time they lived without hope or peace because they had been separated from the promise that was given to the Jews.  They were foreigners who had no claim to the covenants and who did not know God at all.  Yet, Jesus Christ loved them enough to die for them.  They were brought into the kingdom of grace through the blood that Jesus shed to pay for their sins.  They are now the children of God only because God loved them.  They did nothing to earn this love or receive this love.  But because of this love God saved them through the Messiah who shed his blood to pay for their sins.  When it comes to being a part of the kingdom of grace, they are here only because of Christ and for no other reason.
Then Paul addresses the Jews.  They could lay claim to being a part of God’s kingdom by obeying the law and obeying God.  Unfortunately they could not keep the law or obey the Lord.  They so totally missed their Lord and Savior that they actually killed the Messiah because he was a threat to their way of getting to God.  As a result they lost all contact with the true God.  Christ came into the world now and fulfilled the law for them.  And because He also fulfilled the law in the place of Gentiles he could now abolished the law with its rules and regulations because they were no longer needed.  God saved them now, not because they had earned it through the Law, but by the grace shown to them through the Gospel.  They are now the children of God through the same Messiah and the same way as the Gentiles through the blood that was shed to pay for their sins.
This is why God concludes this section with these words: His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross.  He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.  For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  Peace on earth good will toward men was what Christ came and established between these two groups of people.  All this peace was established through the cross because through the cross both groups were reconciled to God so that peace could exist with him and peace could be established between them.
Please realize how important all of this is to us.  Some of us here have been members of Trinity since they were little children.  Some of us here were raised as Christians in a Christian household, some were not.  Some of us were raised through Christian schools, some were not.  Some were raised as Lutherans. Others were raised in different denominations.  Some have been Christians for their entire life.  Others are brand new to the faith.  In other words in almost every case we all came to this church through different routes.  But all of us came here through the cross of Calvary.  We all came here through the blood of Christ who shed his blood to pay for every sin we ever committed.  As such, it does not matter how we came to this church, we are all brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are joined only by the blood of our Savior and the love of God that called us into his faith,
But now comes the most important part of our life as children of God.  It is found in the next verses: Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  Why is it important for these two groups of believers to get along?  The answer is very simple.  There is a great deal of work that needs to get done.  Satan uses differences to try to keep Christians fighting each other instead of him.  But, when they all work together in Christ and through Christ then the Gospel is preached souls are saved and the church moves forward as the greatest source of hope to this world of sinners.
Christians, do you realize how important it is for us to understand the meaning of these words on this celebration of Epiphany?  Jesus did not come to save good people or people who have been in church for a period of time.  Christ came to save sinners.  As such each person is individually brought to faith by the Holy Spirit they are brought to know Jesus Christ as their Savior and their Lord.  Jesus came to save everyone.  It does not matter about our background, the degree of our sins, or the length of time that we have been a Christian.  All that matters is the faith in our hearts.  But now all of us have to work together because there are more people that need to be saved.  There are more people that need to hear the good news.  There are more people that need to find out about the Love of Christ and the plan that saved them through the Savior who suffered died for their sins.  Satan will try to divide us in order to try and stop us from helping others.
This is why each of us must first go the Cross of Calvary because it is here where we lay our individual sins and find that they are forgiven through the blood of Christ.  But it is also here where God shows to us how important we are to God.  God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but shall have everlasting life.  The Gospel message reveals to us this love of God for all of us.  Each of us has been called to faith through this loving Savior.  Each of us now is a child of God and when we look at each other God says these are your brothers and sisters in Christ.  These are the people that God has called you into this church to work with.  These are the people that God has bestowed spiritual gift upon so that they can work within the kingdom of Christ.  These are people that have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  God asks us then to see now God wants us to be united with them through the cross of Calvary.
Just like in the church at Ephesus the people all have reasons to be divided and Satan could use these potential divisions to get them to fight each other instead of him.  But, if they could be united through the blood of Christ, then they could work together in spite of their differences and serve the Lord by spreading the message of the Gospel to all people.  Through this unity by the blood of Christ they forged a new group of people that spread the Gospel and millions of people were brought to the church because of it.  This is now our same goal.  We have many reasons to be divided and fight each other.  We have only one reason to be united.  Christ came to call people to faith through the Gospel.  By his blood all of us are now brothers and sisters in Christ.  Now we must be united by this blood of Christ and work together so that God can work through each of us to further his kingdom by bringing more people into his kingdom.  May God help us to overlook our differences and be united by the blood of Christ so that we can form this mighty army of God and help all people know Jesus Christ as their Savior. Amen



