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(Luke 7:36-50 NIV)  Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. {37} When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, {38} and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. {39} When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." {40} Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. {41} "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. {42} Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" {43} Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. {44} Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. {45} You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. {46} You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. {47} Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." {48} Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." {49} The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" {50} Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."

  Dinner parties are popular forms of entertaining. Many plots for TV mysteries use parties as a way of bringing many possible suspects together. If there is a murder, or a theft of jewels, a party setting allows many people to quickly come in and out of the spotlight. You have probably been to parties too. They provide a good way for people to get together to have some laughs together, to visit, to enjoy some relaxing time, to make some connections, networking they call it today. Dinner parties are hardly a modern day innovation. In our text Jesus is at a dinner party at the home of a man called Simon. 
  It does not matter what the menu was, nor how fancy the home was. What is important at this party revolves around three people, a woman, the host, and Jesus. As we look at these GUESTS AT A DINNER PARTY we want to meet I. A woman who sinned, II. A host who complained, III. and A Savior who loved.

I. The few details that we have are these. Jesus was invited to dinner at the home of Simon. Simon was a Pharisee. That will clue us in on the fact that Simon would be a man of a good reputation. There would have been a religious quality about him, a certain aura of morality. One guest comes to our attention. “When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.” Let me first defend a dear lady in the Bible. Mary Magdalene has often been identified as this sinful woman. That is a terrible thing to do to Mary. The Bible indicates that she was a woman out of whom Jesus had cast 7 devils. But it never suggests that Mary had lived any type of immoral life. This woman in Simon's house is truly guilty. She is called a woman who had lived a sinful life. You can figure that out for yourself. This woman may have been a hooker, or a prostitute. Could she have been a shoplifter? 
  It is not likely that she was invited to this party. She must have crashed it. No self-respecting Pharisee would invite a woman like that into his home. But she did bring a present along. It was not meant for the host, but for a guest. She delivers it to Jesus in a most touching way. She stood at Jesus’ feet and wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped the tears away and poured precious perfume on his feet. Washing someone's feet was considered the lowest of all jobs. A visitor at a hospital observed a nurse who was doing an unappealing job such as changing some dirty linen. She commented to the nurse, "I wouldn't do that for a million dollars." The nurse replied, "Neither would I." A task like that has to be motivated by love and not money. This sinful woman was also motivated by love to wash Jesus' feet and wipe them with her hair, and then to pour perfume on them.
  The Bible does not indicate how this woman knew Jesus. But she certainly understood who Jesus was and how much he loved her. She knew Jesus had forgiven her sins. When this woman contemplated the love that Jesus showed her in giving her the hope of eternal life, there was reason to pour out gratitude to him.
  The more a person knows about Jesus and his forgiveness and the more a person understands how much God hates sin, the worse he will feel about his sin. In England it used to be a rule that children were not considered members of the church until they requested to become members. There was a little girl who wanted to join the church. The church leaders questioned her and asked, "Were you a sinner before this change of which you speak?." "Yes sir," she replied. "Well are you a sinner now?" Again she replied, "Yes sir. I am a greater sinner than ever". "Then what change is there in you". she was asked. "I don't know how to explain it", she said, "But I used to be a sinner running after sin, and now I am a sinner running away from sin." With that answer she was accepted into the congregation. Like that girl, this sinful woman was a woman who used to run after sin. Now she had become a woman running away from sin. 

II. The second man we want to meet at the party is not a guest. He is really the host, THE HOST WHO COMPLAINED. When Simon saw that Jesus allowed this woman with the bad reputation weep all over him he was upset. We are told: “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 'If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is - that she is a sinner.” The host's complaint was silent. He was only thinking that inside himself. Yet Jesus knew exactly what he was thinking. In his mind he had concluded that if Jesus really were a prophet he would be aware of what kind of a woman this was.
  In a certain sense we have to respect this Pharisee. At least he was willing to condemn her behavior as wrong and sinful. There isn't much of that anymore today. Brandon Underwood, a defensive back of the Green Bay Packers, is being accused of improper activity with two women from Milwaukee. He has not been charged yet. The authorities are checking out the stories and much revolves around whether it was consensual or not. Do you really think that his wife would feel better if it were consensual? Does it make Elin Woods happy to know that Tiger’s trysts were consensual? When Joseph was in Egypt he had the opportunity to hop in bed with Potiphar’s wife. Joseph did not argue that it would have been ok because it was consensual. Instead he said: “How can I do this wicked thing and sin against God?”  Jesus, too, told the woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. “Neither do I condemn you. Leave your life of sin.” 
  The host had a real problem with sin. He really did not know what to do with sin. He knew how to point the finger at sinners as he was doing toward this woman. He probably tried to avoid the most open kinds of sins in his life. What he was not reckoning with was the fact that this still would not make him innocent before God. He surely did not have any understanding of a passage like this: “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” His concept was that by comparison he was a much better person than this sinful woman. What he did not understand was that God demands perfection, not just relative goodness. One sin and your hope of heaven is ruined. Yet the worst sinner in the world will have all sins disappear through faith in Jesus Christ. 
  To help this complaining host, Jesus told a short parable. He said there was a certain man who owed a man about 5000 dollars. Another man owed the man about 500 dollars. Neither of them could pay their debt, so that man simply forgave both debts. Then Jesus asked the man, “Now which of them will love him more.” The Pharisee replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” Jesus indicated that he was correct. Then Jesus indicated how that parable applied to him. When Jesus came into Simon's house Simon did not give him any water for washing his feet, but the sinful woman washed his feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. Simon did not greet Jesus with the customary kiss of greeting, but this woman did not stop kissing his feet. Simon did not pour oil on Jesus' hair as hosts usually did in those days in that dry climate. But this woman poured perfume on his feet. Then Jesus explained what he meant and said, “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven - for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” Simon the Pharisee saw no great sins on his part. Therefore there was little love toward Jesus. This sinful woman knew how glaring her sins were. Because she knew she was forgiven, she was so grateful. 

III. Our final look is at THE GUEST WHO LOVED. This is the most important guest of all. At the dinner party Jesus did not avoid this sinful woman. Rather Jesus tells this woman: “Your sins are forgiven.” Surely Jesus did not condone her sins. But he did forgive them. In all honesty we should put ourselves in the same category as this sinful woman. Our sins may be different, but we surely have plenty on our record. We need the same old message that this woman heard, “Your sins are forgiven.” That is one of the greatest blessings of our worship services. Incorporated into our services is that same concept of confession of sins with the pronouncement of forgiveness following.  
  In Madagascar there is an interesting way of treating convicts. They have to earn their own living outside of prison. Every night they return to prison. However, on days when the king appears the prisoners either are not allowed to leave the prison or else must be returned by noon before the sovereign appears. The reason is not because there might be some danger to the sovereign. The reason is rather this, if one of the criminals managed to hide himself and then emerged from his hiding place to gaze at and salute the queen as she passed by decked out in her royal finery, he would be a free man. His chains would be struck off at once for he had looked at the queen in her beauty and saluted her with IS IT WELL WITH THEE, MY SOVEREIGN? No one could do that and still remain a prisoner. Not in Madagascar. This woman had looked at the sovereign Lord Jesus Christ. No one who looks at Jesus remains a prisoner to sin and hell. In Christ the chains are removed.  
  There are a few more guests at the party who are not named. They merely respond to Jesus' words of forgiveness and say, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” That is a mighty important question. Who is this who even forgives sins? This woman knew and heard the words, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” You can leave this building today with the same assurance, Go in peace, your faith has saved you.”
 
