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     Hebrews 12: 18-24 
You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear what was commanded: if even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned. The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”  But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
How do you view God?  This is an interesting question because how you view God will determine your service, your worship, your witness, and in reality your life as a child of God. There are two ways to view God.  The first is to view God through the Law.   This is the way that appeals to our sinful nature. The sinful nature wants to portray God as an angry judge who must punish sin.  Our sinful nature loves to see God through the Law because it creates such fear of God that it actually gets people to be so afraid that they will hesitate in even reading His Word.  And of course when we view God in this way service to him is almost impossible because we do it out of guilt or we will feel so unworthy that it will never happen. Our sinful nature only views God through the Law because it knows that the Law condemns and destroys and creates this fear that drives people away from God.  Our sinful nature does not want us to share this God with anyone because as soon as it mentions God, fear wells up inside of us.  This fear is sent by Satan to control us.  Many people have asked why it is so important to attend church.  The answer is very simple.  If we do not reinforce the love of God, the sinful nature will create such fear that we will never want to worship God and we will never want to serve him..  
But there is another view of God that is the exact opposite of the one that our sinful nature tries to create.  It is the real God.  It is a God of love. It is a God viewed through the Gospel.   It is this God who is filled with such love that he needed an object to love.  This is why he created the human being.  When his creation sinned and his justice demanded punishment for sin, the love of God caused him to find another way.  This is why that very famous passage brings this out: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but shall have eternal life. John 3:16.  This is the God who sent his Spirit working through the Word to create faith in our hearts.   It is only by this faith that we can know God and see him through the Gospel to be this God of love.  It is this God who now calls out to all of us that know him to now share this knowledge with everyone around you so that everyone can find God in us and through us.  When we view God through the Gospel we live in the joy that God wants us to have forever because we know that our life here in this sinful world is only temporary.  But our life with his love and under his love will last forever in a place where there is no more sin.
This is why the words of our text are so vital to all of us.  We can walk around terrified of God and live in the darkness of this fear and dread and despair or we can walk in the light of his love and live in the peace and hope and joy that can only come from God through his Word.  Let us then examine the Word of God before us today and see how God reminds us:  Walk in the Light of the Living God.
The book of Hebrews is a book written to help the Jews understand that Jesus Christ is the Messiah that is prophesied throughout the Old Testament.  Also please realize how difficult this would be.  The Jews stressed the Law.  They stressed living in the fear of God.  They lived with the constant terror that if they were not good enough God would punish them.  They stressed the first part of our text in which the people were terrified when they approached the Mountain upon which God gave his Law.  This was the fear that all people have of God by nature.  This also was the fear that was cultivated by the Jewish leaders to control the people.  This is why they could not accept Christ because he did not come to cultivate this fear.  He preached a different message.  He preached the Gospel found through the love of God.  Christ came because he was sent by our loving God to save us from our sins.  Christ came into this world motivated by this love to save everyone from their sins.  But he entered a world in which people no longer had any comprehension of real love, especially the love of God.  He came to save his people but because of the confusion and misunderstanding of the people, they killed their own Messiah and Savior.  In many ways we live in a world today that has lost track of God.  Most people are terrified of God because their sinful nature creates that fear.  Others have said that since Jesus has saved us we don’t need to go to church and we no longer need to worry about how we act because we are all going to heaven.  We need both the Law and Gospel.   But, the Gospel alone has the power to change hearts.
But God tells us that we have come: to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem the city of the Living God.  It is this verse that sets up the difference between the view of God through the Law and the view of God through the Gospel.  We have been brought to the city of the living God.  But how did we earn the right to be a part of God?  What goodness do we have that we can approach the city of the living God?  We did not earn this gift.  We did not deserve this gift.  Christ earned this gift for us.  First he took our sins from us and laid them on himself and then told the Father to punish him in our place.  Second, he lived a  perfect life for 33 years and then  by faith gives us the credit for all that he did.  Christ deserved this gift because of all that he did for us when he came to our world.  He now gives us this gift by faith so that we can now approach God.  We can approach God in prayer.  We can approach God through His Word. We can come to him because Christ earned this for us and by faith gives us this wonderful gift of being a child of God.
God reminds us that we can now come to this city where:  thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly exist.  They are so joyful because of the victory of Christ. When Jesus came to our earth and died on the cross all if creation waited for him to conquer sin, death, and Satan and leave the grave triumphantly.  When he walked out of the grave there began a celebration that will last forever.  We are welcomed to heaven itself because of Christ’s victory.  
Then God reminds us that we have come to the church of the firstborn whose names are written in heaven.  In the Old Testament the firstborn received the full inheritance and he then had to give whatever he deemed appropriate for all of his brothers and sisters.   Christ now out of love for us gives us all the full inheritance of heaven. 
Children of God, as soon as we have been brought to faith and received this inheritance from Christ, are names are written in heaven and we receive the credit for all that Christ has obtained.  We are viewed by God as his firstborn son who now will receive the full inheritance of heaven.  We are able to obtain this because by faith we now live cloaked in the righteousness of Christ.  It does not matter if under that cloak we are male or female.  God will see his Son and pronounce the judgment that we will live in heaven with him forever.  We are the children of God and receive the full inheritance from our Father in heaven.
God also reminds us: You have come to God the judge of all men, to the spirits of men made perfect.  Whenever we hear about God being a judge we want to return back to the fear of our sinful nature and the fear of the Law.  But we are going to be judged by a God who demands perfection and we will pass this test because through Christ we are made perfect.  We can stand before God on judgment day because we stand cloaked in the perfection of Christ. And this is why we can celebrate and the angels will celebrate because through Christ we will be told “Come my beloved to the place I have prepared for you. Come to heaven. Receive you inheritance.”  This is why the angels are celebrating and we will join them in this celebration.
This is why our text ends on these words: we have come to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  The blood of Abel cried out to against his brother Cain who murdered him.  The blood of Christ speaks a better word because it is the word of love and forgiveness through the sacrifice of this one lamb for the sins of the entire world.  This is the reason for our celebration.  This is the reason for our joy.  This is the reason for our hope.  This is the new covenant of victory through Christ who established the new covenant because he fulfilled the Law in our place.  He defeated sin, death, and Satan.  This is why we can look forward to seeing God and celebrating with him.  This celebration will last forever.
But now we have to go a little deeper than just knowing God’s love and knowing we are going to be in heaven.  God calls us to faith to do more than just get ready to go to heaven.  God has something for all of us to do.  God says now “Go and make disciples of all nations.”  There are still millions upon millions of people who still live controlled by the sinful nature and who are running away from God because they know how God should judge them for their sins.  Who will tell them about this God of love who sent a Savior to die to pay for our sins?  Who will tell these people about this God of love who has already saved them through the victory of Jesus Christ?  My friends, who better to tell them than the ones who now under the loving care of our God?  Who better to tell them than the ones who live in his love and who look forward to the wonderful life that awaits us in heaven?
But how can sinners convert souls and bring people to God?  We can’t because we lack this power.  But we can bring them to the source of God’s power, His Word, and plant the seed of faith through the Gospel.  We can take them by the hand and lead them to God.  We can introduce them to this God of love.  Now you can understand why God wants us to live according to the Gospel.  If we live according to the Law we will walk around sad and despondent and who would want to be a part of this God of judgment?  But if we want around and live the Gospel we walk around in the light of the living God.  Then God can shine the light of his love through us to all of the people around us.  This is our purpose in life once God has brought us to faith.  We need to help others understand this God of love.
It is the difference between walking in the darkness or walking in the light that we must not only see but help others to see.  This is why it is vital to us as Christians that we first of all spend our time making sure that we view God through the Gospel so that we can walk in this light that shines on us from our living God.  This is why it is so important to study the Bible and come to church.  Here God shines this light of the Gospel and overpowers our sinful nature so that we can view Go correctly and live in his light.  When we walk in this light the joy we have cannot be contained and must be shared with all of the people around us.  This love from God which causes this joy now causes us to think of all of the people of the world who view God in the wrong way.  These are the people whose sinful nature has gotten them to view God in the wrong way.   Either they are afraid of God or they view him as some feeble old man that does not care.  Either way someone has to help them view God correctly.  Please help them.  Please go to the Word of God and catch this joy of knowing you have a Savior who loves you.  Catch the joy that comes from knowing this God of love has not only saved you but he has promised to help you and guide you through this world all the way to heaven.  Catch this joy and become so excited by it that you must share it with everyone.  Then not only can you walk in the light of this loving God, but then your joy will overflow to all of the people around you and you can guide them into also  walking the light of our living God.  May God help us to walk in the light of the living God so that others might see this light and find the source of this light, Jesus Christ our Savior.   Amen.
image1.jpeg
www.trinitywels.com

, School, & Child Care




