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(John 2:1-11 NIV)  On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, {2} and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. {3} When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." {4} "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." {5} His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." {6} Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. {7} Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. {8} Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." They did so, {9} and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside {10} and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." {11} This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.


   It is sometimes tough to figure out why people do the things they do. Why did Tiger Woods think that he could continue to have high-priced affairs with a string of women and not get caught? Packer fans try to figure out why Brett Farve retired and then unretired and played for the Jets and then retired again and then unretired again to play for the Vikings? You heard about Sue Sachdeva, the vice president of Koss, a Milwaukee-based stereophone manufacturer. She is accused of embezzeling 4.5 million dollars from Koss. Police have recovered 22,000 items, mostly expensive clothes and jewelry. Some of the clothes still had the tags on. Why would she embezzle that much when she was earning a six-figure salary and her husband was a physician at a Milwaukee hospital? Some Biblical questions that people ask is why did Adam and Eve sin when they were perfect beings? Or why did Judas betray Jesus, was it just for the money? 
  You can make your own list of puzzles. Sometimes there are answers and sometimes there are none. I am going to raise a question for us to ponder that will give us some insights into Jesus' miracles. We are going to ask the question: WHY DID JESUS PERFORM MIRACLES ?  As we look at the miracle of turning water into wine in the village of Cana we will find there are at least three reasons for the miracle: I. To show his compassion, II. To display his divine power, and III. To draw believers to him. 

I.  The first reason for this miracle of Jesus was TO SHOW HIS COMPASSION.  There was a wedding in a little town of Cana which was about 10 miles north of Nazareth. The fact that Jesus' mother was there and that Jesus and his disciples had been invited would lead us to surmise that the wedding must have been for some close relative or family friend. Perhaps it is not worth mentioning, but some Bible scholars have suggested that it was really Jesus' wedding. The bride, they suggest, was Mary Magdalene. That explanation is so absurd and unBiblical that we will not waste any further time on it. Back to the wedding: Wedding celebrations in those days were sort of like vacations. The reception did not last for a few hours at a banquet hall like the Country Springs Hotel. People in those days may have spent several days enjoying the company of their families and friends. That could put a real strain on the resources of a family if they were not that well off. That probably happened at this wedding in Cana. We are simply told: “When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." There was something more to this statement than just a sharing of information because we hear: "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." Jesus understands that his mother, Mary, is really suggesting that Jesus do something about this. Jesus gently reminds her that his public ministry and the performing of miracles would come, but on his timetable, not hers. It is a fair possibility that sometime along the way Mary may have questioned Jesus about how his life would unfold and when he would show the world that he was the Messiah. Mary may have surmised that this might be the time.
  But why would Jesus be motivated to perform a miracle to solve the problem of the lack of wine. What would happen if the wine was gone? Nothing much. Surely the guests could have drunk water or whatever else was available. No one would have died. No one would even have suffered. The worst thing that could have happened is that the bride and groom and maybe their families might have been embarrassed because they ran out of wine so early. So the motivation behind the miracle that he was about to perform was simply compassion. It was love and concern in the heart of Jesus that caused him to be moved to perform this miracle.
  There is a lesson in that for us. God knows and cares about the little things in our lives too. God knows and cares when the oven gets fouled up and the roast is not ready in time. God knows when the car won't start and we are late for a meeting. God is concerned when we might have to run through rain without an umbrella and our hair is a mess. God knows and cares when we miss a shot and lose the basketball game. Our God is not some far away, impersonal, uninterested God, our God knows and cares about us and everything in our lives.

II.  A second motivation behind the miracle was for Jesus TO DISPLAY HIS DIVINE POWER.   We will want to get a picture of the size of this miracle. We are told that there were six stone water jars each containing about 20 to 30 gallons. Jesus told them to fill the jars and they filled them to the brim. So there had to be between 120 to 180 gallons. Then we are told: “he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine ;..... but you have saved the best till now."  There is a special art to making wine. Some wine is a lot better than others. You have probably had some wine that was, frankly terrible. It would not have won any prize for good quality. But the wine that Jesus made was of the finest quality. What would you expect from Jesus? The man who was the host for the wedding reception joshed with the groom and noted that usually people get the best wine out first and after people have had a few drinks they bring out the cheaper wine. But in this case the best wine was saved to the end. Neither the master of the banquet nor the groom knew where this excellent wine came from. If they had known they would not have been surprised. 
  We happened to talk about this miracle at Cana in a catechism class. We tried to calculate what the value of this wine was in present dollars. If we estimated that each gallon may have sold for $20 the gift would have been worth $2,400 to $3,600. But the children suggested that it may have been much more than that because the wine was so good that it would have sold for so much more. The value of Jesus' miracle to the bridal couple and their parents may have been worth thousands of dollars in today's dollars. But what would you expect from God, cheap gifts?
  Who has the power to turn plain water into choice wine? It does not happen in California's Napa Valley. Gallo Wineries cannot make wine out of water. Wineries would love to be able to simply make wine out of water, with no cost, no aging, no sugar. Imagine the huge profits that could be made! But no one is able to do what Jesus did. The reason is so basic, so simple. Jesus is God. He used his divine power to perform this first miracle. This miracle was a bold declaration that he was God himself who was now revealing that fact for the world to see. 

III. There is a third reason why Jesus performed miracles - it was TO DRAW BELIEVERS TO HIMSELF. We understand that concept from these words:  “This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.” Miracles are always impressive. Magic works quite well too. People are always fascinated by those who can do things outside of the realm of the normal. When magicians perform their tricks people are impressed even though they know that there is some trick or gimmick behind it. Millions of people have been drawn to those who bill themselves as faith healers. Some of the biggest names in the TV evangelist category got started as faith healers. One of those faith healers was Oral Roberts, who died recently at the age of 92. Those who can seemingly do miraculous things can gain a following. Even the medicine men in Africa gained much power and prestige with there potions and magic. 
  Jesus also performed miracles to draw people to follow him. Jesus had no choice but to do miracles. His mother Mary understood that. She knew that Jesus was the Messiah and as such he would do miracles. Her suggestion that he could do something about the fact that the wine had run out implied that he had the power to do the miraculous. Since Jesus was gathering his disciples it seemed natural that he would now also make the public display of that fact. The Scriptures had already prophesied that the Messiah would perform miraculous signs. Jesus indicated that when some of John the Baptist's disciples came to Jesus and asked: “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” Instead of answering the question directly Jesus suggested that they compare what he was doing to what the prophets said the Messiah would do. Jesus' answer was: "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” The miraculous things that Jesus did were proofs that he was the promised Messiah. 
  Jesus' miracles were intended to draw people to faith in him. Jesus chided the people in the cities of Korazin and Bethsaida for not believing by saying: "Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you.” 
The miracle at the wedding of Cana served it's intended purposes. It showed people his compassionate heart, it established the fact that Jesus was God who could do miracles, and it also drew disciples to him for we are told: “This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”
   Modern day magicians and illusionists can do some spectacular things. They seem to be able to make an airplane disappear from a stage or an elephant. You know there is some trick to it, but you are not quite sure what it is. Some TV shows in the last few years have revealed some of the secrets behind the illusions. With Jesus it was not tricks and illusions. When Jesus performed miracles, they really happened. The water really turned to wine. Jesus' miracles said that he was God himself and the promised Savior. People believed in him when they saw his power.
  A Jewish soldier had attended some Christian services where he heard of the character and teaching of Jesus Christ. He went to his rabbi and said, Rabbi, the Christians say that the 'Christ' has already come, while we claim He is yet to come." "Yes," the rabbi agreed. "Well," asked the young soldier, "when our Christ comes, what more than Jesus Christ can we expect?" Excellent question. No possible answer! Other than “Nothing.”
