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(Luke 20:9-19 NIV)  He went on to tell the people this parable: "A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. {10} At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. {11} He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. {12} He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. {13} "Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.' {14} "But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. 'This is the heir,' they said. 'Let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' {15} So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. "What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? {16} He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others." When the people heard this, they said, "May this never be!" {17} Jesus looked directly at them and asked, "Then what is the meaning of that which is written: "'The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone '? {18} Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed." {19} The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.

      There is a statement by a British statesman by the name of Edmund Burke that is often repeated. He said: “All that’s necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”There is another popular saying of his which is also oft-quoted. It is “Those who don’t know history are destined to repeat it.” There is ample evidence to prove that assertion. People and nations continue to repeat the mistakes of the past. 
  The Bible tells us that the lessons of history recorded in the Bible are also meant to teach us so we can be spared the sad lessons of those who do not learn. The Bible says: “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” Rom 15:4. The Bible, too, has lessons from history that it wants to teach us so that we do not have to repeat the mistakes of others from the past. 
  That will be the concept that I want to pursue with you today: DON'T LET HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF. There are three points I want to make: I. DON'T DESPISE GOD'S WORD, II. DON'T REJECT GOD'S SON, and III. DON'T TASTE GOD'S WRATH.

   The first point is: DON’T LET HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF, DON’T DESPISE GOD’S WORD. Jesus teaches us a lesson in history by teaching us through a parable. Jesus began his parable with these words: "A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time.” Let me help you begin to understand the parable by identifying several of the items. The owner of the vineyard is God. The vineyard is God's people of Israel. The farmers would be the leaders among the Jews, particularly the religious leaders. For a long time God did not speak to the Jewish leaders directly, but through his prophets. So the parable continues: “At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.” This scene is repeated three times. The servants that God sent were his prophets. Repeatedly they were ignored, hated, beaten, and some were even killed. It was not really the prophets themselves who were hated. It was really their message that brought such strong opposition. Their message was really God's message. So it was really God's Word that was being despised.   
   Have you ever wondered why so many people mock and despise God's Word? The answer is not so difficult to find. The Bible claims to be God's Word of truth. The truth that the Bible presents is not what people like to hear. God in his word is not like some politician who tries to say what people want to hear. God simply tells the truth. God says things like: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”Rom 3:23.  Many people do not like to be called sinners. God also says that those who reject Christ will be rejected by God as Jesus said: “Whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Many hate the Bible because of this message.  
  The London Bible Society saw this illustrated in an unusual way. The Bible Society sent one of its missionaries some trinkets to use in trading with natives in order to gain their confidence. Among the trinkets was a package of hand mirrors. The natives had never seen their own faces before except in reflections in lakes or rivers. The news of these little mirrors spread rapidly so the missionary was invited to come to one tribe after another. In one of the remote tribes there was a princess who had been told that she was the most beautiful in the tribe, yes, in the whole world. When she heard about this instrument she sent for the missionary and asked him to bring her one of these looking glasses. The truth was that the princess was not nearly as beautiful as she had been told. In fact she was about as homely as they come. When the princess got one of these mirrors she went into her hut to take a long look at her beauty. When she looked into the mirror she discovered the real truth and saw how homely she really was. She lifted her royal fist and smashed the glass to pieces, she banned the missionary from the village, and made a law that no looking-glass could be brought into the tribe. The princess did not want to face the truth so she smashed the instrument that brought the truth and banned the one who brought the truth.
  History repeats itself. There are millions, yes, probably billions of people who hate the truth that is found in God's Word so they hate the Bible and attack those who bring the message. 

II.  Let's go back to Jesus' parable and see what God does after hundreds of years go by and his prophets have been rejected and his Word despised. We are told: "Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.' "But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. 'This is the heir,' they said. 'Let's kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.” Our point will now be DON'T REJECT GOD'S SON! In the parable the Son is obviously Jesus, God's own Son. When the Father sent his Son to this earth you might expect that at least he would be given some respect, but instead the Jewish leaders conspire to kill him. 
  This parable is really a prophesy of Christ's suffering and death. The details are all there. The Jewish leaders, the farmers or tenants in the parable, would be the ones responsible for the plan to destroy Christ. Jesus knew not only that the Jewish leaders would be behind the plot to destroy him, but also that they would turn him over to the Gentiles or Romans to do their dirty work. Jesus told his disciples: "We are going up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise." 
 The place of the killing is noted that it would be outside of the vineyard. That is prophetical for Christ being killed outside of Jerusalem. Executions had to take place outside of the city. Jesus even knows the precise place where he would be killed.  
   You might have a question in your mind about now. The question is this, If Jesus knows he is going to be arrested and killed, innocently, why doesn't he just flee? If Jesus knows ahead of time what was going to happen he could have run. Why didn't he? I can give you an answer in one word: SIN! The unsolvable problem that was afflicting the world was sin. Not only did sin bring misery and problems in this life, it also would bring death in hell forever. The Bible states: “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”  I can give you another one word answer: LOVE. It was love that took Jesus on the path to Jerusalem; it was love that allowed him to take the pain, the whipping, the mocking, and the crucifixion. It was love, great love, because Jesus knew that was the only way in which the world could be saved. Jesus said: “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” So our second point was this: DON'T REJECT THE SON OF GOD because he is your only Savior.

III. The third lesson from history is this: DON'T TASTE GOD'S WRATH! Here is how Jesus finished the parable: “So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. "What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others." When the people heard this, they said, "May this never be!"  This is a direct prophecy of what God was going to do with his people of Israel because of their stubborn rejection of Christ. Their people would be destroyed and the vineyard would go to others. Indeed land of Israel was conquered and the city of Jerusalem was destroyed totally by the Romans about 40 years later in 70 AD. You can always rebuild cities and buildings, but you cannot rebuild God's favor unless you repent and come back to Christ. Guess who some of those others are to whom the vineyard would be given? US! We are, as Christians, the recipients of God's love. Where the message of Christ was met with resistance and hatred on the part of the Jewish people, the Gospel message found wider acceptance among the non-Jews, which is what most of us are. 
  But God's rules and ways do not change. Where people still persist in despising the Word and rejecting God's Son God's wrath will follow. Those words are not generic, but personal as well. If we, anyone of us, does not want God's Son, Jesus Christ, we will not be forced to accept him. We can reject him. But rejection of Christ leads to rejection by Christ for Christ himself said: "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.” Mat 10:22-33    
  There was a beggar, many years ago, who stopped a lawyer on the street in a large southern city and asked him for a quarter. Taking a long, hard look into the man's unshaven face, the attorney asked, “Don't I know you from somewhere?” “You should,” came the reply, “I'm your former classmate. Remember, second floor, old Main Hall?” “Why Sam, of course, I know you!” Without further question the lawyer wrote a check out for $100.00. “Here, take this and get a new start. I don't care what's happened in the past; it's the future that counts.” And with that he continued on. Tears welled up in the man's eyes as he walked to a bank nearby. Stopping at the door, he saw through the glass, well-dressed tellers and the spotless interior of the bank. Then he looked at his filthy rags. “They won't take this from me. They'll swear that I forged it,” he muttered and turned away. The next day the two men ran into each other again. Seeing him in the same condition the lawyer said: “Why Sam, what did you do with my check? Gamble it away? Drink it up?” “No,” said the beggar as he pulled it out of his dirty shirt pocket and told him why he had not cashed it. “Listen, friend,” said the lawyer, “What makes that check good is not your clothes or appearance, but my signature. Go on, cash it!” It is not the one who has the check, but the one who issues the check that counts. We are like beggars who need to cling to God's great offer of forgiveness which he has promised in Christ. We are rotten sinners who do not deserve to be in God’s presence. If we reject his offer, wrath will follow. However, if by faith we cling to the promise, eternal life is ours for certain.  
