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Trinity/Memorial Day Weekend  --  May 29/30, 2010
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen
Sermon Theme:  What Makes You Lion-Alert and not Lion-Dessert?
1. Humility	2.  Self-Control	3.  Grace
Sermon Reading:  1 Peter 5: 6-11
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.   10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Dear friends of the Trinity, the God of the Bible who has revealed Himself, as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit,

    See if you recognize these lyrics:  “In the jungle, the mighty jungle, the lion sleeps tonite”?  More than likely, you recognize them – I think I may have heard someone singing this song falsetto in the back of church – it’s a whimsical song to sing about lions who are normally indimidating creatures.  What you may not know is that this song was first made popular by the doo-wop musical group known as “the Tokens” in 1961.  Most lions we come into contact with are on the big screen produced by Disney, maybe they are safely behind bars in the Milwaukee Zoo, or play for a football team and Detroit.  We are normally safe from these cuddly creatures named Simba or Mufasa.  The inspired writer of our sermon reading, St. Peter, puts another lion who never snoozes or sleeps on our radar screen.  Peter says that the devil is a dangerous, satanic one.  He describes the devil as a lion, a powerful creature, whose purpose is intent getting us to exchange short-term pleasures for long-term problems and has the end game of taking as many souls as he can to hell forever by disconnecting them from Jesus Christ.  He clearly identifies the devil as a great spiritual adversary and a dark force to be reckoned with.  It’s not simple drama to say:  if there is but one person in this room right now who doesn’t take our sermon reading seriously, that person is making a foolish mistake, an eternal mistake.  If Peter would’ve written that Token tune, he would warn us with these words:  “In the jungle, the mighty jungle, the lion snarls tonight.”  Praise heaven, and I mean that, praise heaven that our Triune God is more powerful, more present, and more wise than the devil.  Peter, who knew a thing or two about underestimating the devil’s plans, warns us with these inspired words and clearly outlines for us What Makes You Lion-alert and Not Lion-dessert.  Peter will show us that there are three successful strategies to keep us Lion-alert as we live each day:  humility, self-control, and grace.  So let’s go on a safari-of-sorts, as we dive into God’s Word recorded by a man with three names:  his greek name is Petros; his Aramaic name is Cephas; you and I know him better by his 
English name:  the disciple Peter.  

     Peter begins our sermon safari this way: 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  In a world that says me first, God says to Christian believers:  humble yourself.  How can that make us Lion-Alert?  Doesn’t that mean you need to give up “fun things” and do what God wants?  I imagine that’s what most people on the street think Christians do, and in a way, they’re right.  God is telling us to give-up something, but it’s not what you think.  In the next verse, he says what to surrender:  7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  To humble yourself means to surrender your anxieties, your cares and your concerns to God.  Doing something so simple like that will make us lion alert because the devil likes to use our temporary cares and concerns to get us to second-guess and doubt God’s good and perfect plans for our lives.  In fact, the word:  “anxiety” here in the Greek language means a diversion.  It’s the same word used in the Luke, chapter 10 account of Mary and Martha.  You remember what happened.  As Mary sat at Jesus’ feet, Mary fussed about the kitchen.  Her cares and concerns, while important, so diverted her attention from the one thing needful of listening to Jesus that she even complained to the LORD.  The devil continues to be on the hunt for us.  He does that by planting diversions.  Let me explain.  Are there exams coming up in your family?  Graduation preparations?  Is the prospect of starting a new job or the stress of losing the one you have overwhelming?  Are you holding on to a grudge and are bitter?  Are you still grieving the loss of a loved one and the earthly details are becoming too much?  Satan will stop at nothing to get us to focus on ourselves instead of God that we end up worrying and in doing so breaking God’s commands.  Don’t become Lion-dessert – but remain alert by humbling yourself under God’s right hand.  Admit you can’t do it yourself – you need help both physical and spiritual help from God.  And there’s no better place to go than to take your concerns to God in prayer.  God loves you and promises to help.  He’s never said that He’d keep problems away from us but guaranteed He’s in constant control of everything that happens.  And He will make our temporary problems serve our eternal good.  Therefore, do what the Greek verb “cast” means.  Literally, like a fisherman casting his line deep in the ocean, throw your worries to Him because He cares for you.  Throw them deep into the ocean of eternity and let God handle them.

      As we throw all our cares to God, it’s important that we don’t become lulled into a false sense of security thinking the danger of attack has passed.  The devil won’t give up that easy so we need to be on alert or we will be lion-dessert.  Peter tells us how in the next verses:  8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  To be self-controlled means to have a “clear-head”.  We remain lion-alert when we remove anything that hampers sound Christian judgment.  For example, if our mind is cluttered with lustful thoughts, we won’t be prepared to flee temptation like Joseph did when Mrs. Potiphar wanted to sleep with him.  If our mind is muddled with material things, it will be hard for us to offer our first-fruit offerings to God.  If our mind is packed with pride, it will be hard to keep from putting other people down so we look good.

     We also exercise self-control when we we stand firm in the faith, when we continue to grow in God’s Word.    Remember the 3rd verse of the great Reformation Hymn:  “Almighty Fortress Is Our God”?  Let me share it again:  “Though devils all the world should fill all eager to devour us.  We tremble not we fear no ill they shall not overpower us.  This world’s prince may still, scowl fierce as he will.  He can harm us none – He’s judged, the deed is done.  One little word can fell Him.  Jesus proved the devil can be defeated when He was tempted, and resisted the devil by simply referring to God’s Word.  We practice self-control when we remember we are servants of God and not of the devil.  The devil may howl like a lion – but he can only bark, he can’t bite.

     While humility and self-control will prepare us for the attacks of the devil, it’s is only God’s grace that will bring us through these attacks.  And we need God’s grace because even though we know we should cast our anxieties on Him, we often fail to do so.  Although we know we should stay out of the lion’s den, time and time again we put ourselves back in harm’s way.  Listen to the final promise Peter offers us:  10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  Remember, Peter was writing to real people with real problems.  Their economy wasn’t always bullish and booming.  They were suffering at the hands of their government who was persecuting them.  In fact, it was even illegal to gather in Christian churches as we are today.  When it seemed like the devil was winning time and time again, what hope did Peter offer?  He offered them God’s grace – His undeserved love for sinners.  We need to remember that when Christ died on the tree, He defeated sin, death, and hell in our place.  He literally undid the devil’s claim and chains on us with His perfect life, death, and resurrection.  But, the devil never gives up, even though He knows that he’s lost.  Since the devil can’t defeat Jesus, he resorts to attacking God’s people.  Martin Luther said that where God builds a cathedral, Satan builds a chapel.  When God intends blessings in our lives, Satan will try to tear them away.  Be ready for the attacks.  Satan doesn’t want you to believe Jesus won forgiveness for you.  He will bring up your past sins and hurts and shake them in your face.  How could a just God love anyone so filthy?  The answer is one word that defeats the devil:  Jesus.  God loves us because of Christ.  When we don’t deserve it, God gives us what we don’t deserve … Himself to pay for our sins here and pay our way to spend an eternity in heaven, safe from the devil’s attacks.  Through Jesus and His sacrifice on the cross, we are made righteous in God’s eyes &  are set free from slavery to the devil.

     This Memorial Day weekend, we’d do well to honor our fallen American military men and women who have fought and died so we could be free.  And we’ll honor them at this service when we say the pledge of allegiance.  But, as we sing our hymns, say our prayers, and make our confessions of faith, let’s also remember who fights for us every day … our Triune God.  May we gratefully serve Him remembering how the Father planned our salvation, how the Son earned our salvation, and how the Holy Spirit offers us our salvation by simply believing the Bible.
  
     It was December 7, 1941, a day that will live in infamy.  The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and many, many Americans died.  Why?  No one thought it could happen.  It was a sleepy Sunday morning.  A minimal contigent of soldiers were at their post.  New technology called radar was operational – but the incoming Japanese attack planes that were detected by radar were mistaken for an incoming group of American planes from the mainland.  Despite these and other warnings, Pearl Harbor faced great loss that day.  Don’t make the same mistake by underestimating the devil.  My friends, we are in spiritual warfare.  Sometimes we call it a bad day or blame it on insensitive people, but as Ephesians, chapter 6 reminds us:  our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but is against the powers of this dark world.  Don’t expect to find the lion described in 1 Peter to sleep tonite.  But, don’t be afraid of the devil.  Keep close to Your Savior God who also never slumber nor sleeps.  Let’s stay alert and not become the Devil’s dessert.  Amen.
Pastor Lawrence Gates                  Pastor Scott Oelhafen                     Pastor Glen Schaumberg                       Principal David Schroeder
Education & Worship                     Outreach & Spiritual Care               Administration & Spiritual Renewal         Educational Ministries
image1.jpeg
www.trinitywels.com

ch, School, & Child Care




