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Luke 12:32-34
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
We live in a world of stress and fear and worry.  We have so many things that can cause them that I cannot even list them.  Yet, there is a question that needs to be asked:  Where do you go when you face stress or worry or fear?  Often we turn to the things that we know.  Maybe we go to the internet.  Maybe we watch TV.  Maybe we call a friend.    So where do we go to find that peace from worry and fear?   Jesus asks us, Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.  Matt. 11: 28.  It does not matter how great the problem he has the spiritual power to embrace and us and comfort us and strengthen us through his words.  Yet, often our egos get in the way.  We are adults.  We have to face our problems alone.  We have to handle them by ourselves.  Christian friends these are all the lies of Satan.  Even as adults we do not have the strength to overcome Satan’s attacks.  Satan wants to isolate us.  Satan wants us to treat everyone as enemies.  Satan wants us to be afraid so he can control us by our fear.  This is why the words of our text are so important.  Here Jesus is teaching his disciples about worry and fear because he knew they would face them both.  He was going to send them out into the world and would use them to change the world. He was going to change their lives dramatically from lowly fishermen to the preachers of the Gospel.  He was going to use them to start a new church that would change the world.  But, how could they do this if they were afraid?  Satan would use fear to try and stop them.  God’s love would be the power to give them the courage to continue in the face of opposition. 
Jesus gave to the disciples the real strength of God and when they understood this Gospel, which is the power of God, it not only changed their own lives, it gave them the strength and the courage to share this hope and peace with all of the people of the world.  This is why Jesus had to change their fear to hope and peace and joy.  Jesus had to get them to trust him and to look to him for the strength to calm their fears and worries. This is why we need to really focus our attention on these words from Jesus today because they are meant for every person in God’s family.   We are the present disciples of Christ who have been entrusted with the Gospel.  Yet, Satan will try to control us by our fears so that we will not carry out the will of God in our own lives. Let us examine the Word of God and see how God reminds us:  God’s Treasures Bring True Peace.
Can you imagine what it would be like to be the first disciples of Christ?  They would be taken from their comfort level of earning a living through traditional means. Jesus was training them to leave their homes and way of life and journey throughout the world to preach the Gospel.   
But, how could they support themselves?  Where would they turn for the basics of food and clothing?  This is why Jesus had to teach them what it meant to trust him?  Please open your pew Bibles to the words just before our text.   
Here Jesus tells them to trust him.   Please open them to page 1031.  Read Luke 12:22 – 31:
	
Then Jesus said to his disciples:  Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear.  Life is more important than food, and the body more than clothes.  Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them.  And how much more valuable you are then birds!  Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  Consider how the lilies grow.  They do not labor or spin.  Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!  And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
The disciples would face an awesome task.  Jesus would use them to change the world.  They would be faced with the threat of physical harm, the loss of their property, living in poverty and the opposition of the world and their own flesh.  If they looked only to these material things they would never find peace or hope and they could never carry out God’s will for their lives.   These words are also intended for each of us today.  We are Christ’s disciples.  We have been told to go and make disciples of all nations.  Yet, often we say that we cannot carry this out because I don’t know if I can or if I have the time.  Here again Satan will raise all sorts of fears to try and get us to stop carrying out the will of God.    This is why we must learn the same lessons that Jesus is teaching his disciples.  This is why we must answer the questions:  Who supplies all of our physical needs?  Who is our real protector?  Who truly protects us?  This is why Jesus closes that section with those famous words:  Seek first his kingdom and all these things will be given to you as well. God is reminding us that the only one who can give us true peace is God Himself. And when we have this peace then we will look at the world through different eyes because our list of priorities is correct. Fear and worry could not be a part of their lives.
And if you want to understand what this means, just listen to the opening words of our text:  Do not be afraid, little flock, for Your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  Please understand what these words truly mean for us.  Notice that God does not say do this I will give you his kingdom.  He does not say that if you are good enough he will do this for you.  He does not say that you must earn the kingdom in some way.  He says first and foremost don’t be afraid because the kingdom of God has already been given to you.  Here we must go back to the plan of salvation.  We are all sinners destined for the fires of hell.  We could not save ourselves in any way because we lacked the power to fulfill any of God’s requirements.  But, God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.  Jesus came into this world and suffered and died to pay for every sin.  Jesus conquered all of the forces of evil and gave to us the credit for his victory.  God sent His Holy Spirit into our hearts to see this victory and to know this victory.  We are now the children of God, the disciples of Christ, and told to take the message of victory and share it with all of the people of the world.
Yet, when we hear these words the doubts creep into our brain, sent by Satan himself.  How can I do this when I am so weak and sinful?  Because we feel so unworthy we live in this fear and this failure because of our sinful nature.  This fear shows itself in every aspect of our life because we realize that we do not have the power to deal with any problem because of sin.  If we live under Satan’s lies we will live never understanding what God has already given to us.  This is why Jesus simply asks us: please come to me.  Meet me in my Word and open the treasure chest of my power and my peace and my hope and you will find rest and peace.
But it is here where we as adult have a problem.  Often we have this ego that gets in the way.  I am an adult.  I don’t need to go to God’s peace and joy.  I can do this by myself.  After all our human logical brain tells us that how can opening up the Bible bring me peace.  I must handle my problems on my own.  I must be an adult.  But look at what God says.  He says Do not be afraid little flock.  The term “little” here can be used to designate the size of the flock.  It also can mean the size of the lambs in the flock.  Why is it that God refers to all of us as the children of God?  It is because all of us are little children when it comes to our spiritual life.  We are all like two year old children before God because we do not have the strength to gain peace without God.  God sees our weakness.  This is why we God gave us His Son to be our savior.  This is why God gave us the Bible to be our source of strength.
Fear is caused by trying to control something we cannot.  Because we worry about our material things and we are afraid of losing them, we live with this apprehensiveness because of this lack of control. At the same time we are afraid because we have sinned so often God should not bless us at all, but should send us into the fires of hell.  We often live with this fear that God should crush us under the weight of our sins.  But, who does control everything?  Who created this world and still governs every aspect of this world?  Who paid for our sins?  Who has given us life?  Who has said that he has counted the very hairs on our heads?  Who knows every one of our thoughts?  The person who says to us, do not be afraid little flock is Our Good Shepherd.  Our Lord and Master says these words.  Our Savior in his blood-stained clothing returning from winning the eternal battle says these words.  The question is:  will we believe him?   Find this peace when you run into his arms.  You may think your big strong adults.  But spiritually you are as powerless as two year olds.  But when you go to him you will find this strength and this peace that will fill you with the enthusiasm to share this love with others.  
This is why Jesus makes a comment about our priorities.  He says Sell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted where no thief comes near and no moth destroy.  If material possessions are at the top of our list, then this request from Jesus will be very difficult because how can we part with the place where we find our greatest comfort and peace.  Then giving this to someone we may not think deserves it will be very hard.   This is why God says to each person there is something more important than material possessions and wealth.  It is found in something that will never wear out and cannot be stolen by anyone.  It is found in the love of God and the peace of God and it is found in the hope that God has given to us.  It is found in our spiritual wealth.  But here again we ask the question:  Where do we gain this wealth and how do we grow in its bounty?  Once again we go back to the Bible.  Here we find something so valuable and powerful that many of the people of the Bible were willing to die rather than give it up.  Because they knew that even if people could take their physical life, the gift of heaven was far more important. 
 To the disciples about to leave their homes to spread the Gospel, these words were truly needed.  If they would only seek the kingdom of God, God would take care of them and provide for them.  They did not have to be afraid or to worry because their God of life and of love would provide for them.  This is vital to all of us today because we face the same fears and worries.
This is why Jesus ends our text with this wonderful statement: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Here is the key to peace and hope and real joy.  What is first on your list of priorities?  Whatever is first is the place you will run to when afraid or worried.  Yet, when you die and lie in the coffin, what will you be able to take with you?  Where is your treasure?  Is your treasure with the Lord and his love for you? Is your priority found in reinforcing this love within your life regularly?  Is your heart in the knowledge that all that we have is gift from him?  Is your heart in the fact that God says that our bodies are nothing more than a pile of dust, but our faith will last forever.  God’s love will be here forever.  My friends, when your treasure is found in the love of God and hearing about that love becomes a high priority in your life, then you will find true peace in God alone and then you will find the treasure of God’s grace within his Word.  When you find the treasure chest of God’s grace within his Word then you will find this peace that only God could give.
In my little mission church I found a man who did not know Jesus.  We worked with him through the Word of God.  God worked on his heart and brought him to faith.  We then went through the Bible Information Classes and he joined our church.  About six months after joining the church he came to me and made this comment: When I was not a Christian all of my troubles and problems seemed like Mt. Everest, too large to overcome.  Now I am a Christian and all of these same problems seem like little mole hills that I can easily overcome.  Then I asked him the question: what has changed the size of the problem or the size of the man.  It was here that he broke down because the answer was very obvious.  Through God’s strength he was changed for the better.  He now lived with a new power within him.  It was a power that would never fade or rust and that could not be destroyed by any insect.  It was a peace and hope that he would have for eternity.  He now knew where his treasure really would lie.  
Friends, where is your treasure?  Is it found in the one who loved you enough to die for you?  When it is, then it does not matter how much fear that Satan uses to try and control you, you will be able to overcome it by the truth and the power of God’s Word.  When it is you will be able to open the treasure chest of God’s Word and find a peace and hope that only God could give.  When you find this peace then you will look to your Lord and find a way to repay his love through your worship and service.
And there is one more reason why you need to know and use this treasure chest of God’s love and peace and hope.  What about all of the people of this world who do not know Jesus?  What about all of those people who look at their problems like Mt. Everest and have no hope of overcoming them?  Someone must tell them about the love of Christ.  Someone must help them grow in the power of God so that these problems can appear as little mole hills.  Christians, who better to tell them than the ones who already have this knowledge?  Please take their hand and lead them to Christ and let them see the treasure you have found so that they can share in it.    When you are empowered by the love of Christ you will see them as lost little children who need God’s strength and power and you will know that you can’t help them, but God can.  You have already tasted his love and found his peace.  You are living under his control and know his strength.  
When you do, leading others to Christ is very easy because you know he will help them.  This is why you need to know the treasures of God’s peace found in His Word because when you do you will find the love necessary to lead others to this treasure chest of peace. The all will know about the love of God and the comfort of God and find the peace that is found in the treasure chest of His Word.  Then they too can live in that peace both now and forever.  Then we will truly be the true disciples of Christ who serve him with the love and power that he provides.  Then you can live in these treasures of God’s peace both and forever.
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