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Mark 10: 13-16 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus saw this he was indignant.  He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.
Parents, how will your children learn about Jesus Christ?  This is a wonderful question because many people are amazed by the right answer.  Many people believe that my children will learn about Jesus if I just bring them to church on Sunday morning.  This is wonderful.  However, your children are going to learn more about Jesus before and after church than during the worship service itself.  If before church there is a great deal of yelling and shouting to get ready and if tempers are flaring and mean words are said, it may not matter what happens in church because your children will be thinking about all that was said before church than what you were doing in church.  And if after church they never hear about Jesus they will wonder if Jesus really is as important as we have been led to believe. You see parents, your children are going to learn about Jesus from your actions and your words and your example.  If Jesus is truly in you, then they will learn about Jesus from you.  Is Jesus love seen in you every day?  Is Jesus on your lips when you speak?  Is Jesus important enough that your children will see you doing more than just coming to church on Sunday morning?  
In our text for this morning is one of the classic examples of how to teach children about Jesus.  People were actually bringing children to Jesus so that he could bless them.  Since these were young children, the disciples assumed that since these children could not understand what was going on, why waste the master’s time.  Within the Jewish culture they did not teach much to children until they would be old enough to understand.  But Jesus not only teaches his disciples a very important lesson, he teaches us a very important lesson about what children can learn from the powerful Word of God.  Let us examine the word of God before us today and see how the Lord reminds us:  Bring God to Your Children.
Please understand the scene before us.  Jesus was sitting in a room receiving visitors.  Part of what the people were doing is to bring children to Jesus to have him bless them.  Please realize that the Greek word here for children is that of young children.  It can refer to babes in arms.  Usually this word applies to children under the age of two.  Apparently the disciples did not think this was necessary because the children really did not need this blessing.  They really could not understand much.  Under the Jewish culture this would not happen until later in life, like our catechism classes.  When Jesus found out what the disciples were doing the Bible says that Jesus was indignant.  Jesus was not very happy.   Not only are these children part of the kingdom of God, they are the best example of a true child of God.
Let’s begin with the latter part of this statement first.  How are these children examples of a true child of God?  The answer is simple.  They believe, they trust, they love without question.  Since they are so vulnerable and powerless on their own, a child must trust mom and dad to provide everything for their very needs.  They trust that mom and dad will protect them.  They believe that they will always be there to help them and comfort them.  They know that mom and dad love them unconditionally.  This is why most children live in absolute peace.  What a beautiful example of how God wants each and every one of us to view him.  Spiritually we are so vulnerable and powerless.  Spiritually and physically God wants us to have absolute trust that He will take care of us.  We need to know that God will protect us and supply our every need.  The most important aspect of our life is to know absolutely that God loves us and when we live in that love day after day we find absolute peace and hope and joy.
But why is it necessary to teach our young children about Jesus Christ?  It is very simple.  Every child is born into this world spiritually dead.  Without being brought to faith they would never know God and will live in absolute fear of Him.  When we bring a child to baptism the Holy Spirit enters their heart and creates the faith by which they can know God as their Savior.  But even after they are brought to faith, this faith needs to be nurtured and strengthened through the Word of God.  Every child will not know about Jesus by nature unless they are taught.  This is why Jesus asks us, no commands us, teach our children about Him.  He loves them enough to die for them.  He loved them enough to give to us the sacrament of baptism by which His Spirit enters their hearts to raise them from spiritual death to life.  And as soon as the Holy Spirit enters their hearts, the spiritual battle begins.  The sinful nature is going to war against the faith in their hearts and try and lead them away from the Lord into all sorts of sin.  Many people will say this battle will begin in the teen years and then they will wait.  Jesus reminds us that even little children need to be brought to Him so that he can bless them and help them and empower them.  These are the same words that Jesus gives to us in Matthew 11: 28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  But where is it that Jesus meets us to give us spiritual rest and power and hope.  It is found in the Word of God.  Not only does Jesus want us to come to church to hear about him.  Jesus wants to meet us every day in His Bible so that we can learn from him.  And if this is something that Jesus wants all of us to do, then this is also something that Jesus wants to do for your children every day.
But how can we bring our children to visit with Jesus?  How can we bring our children to Jesus so that he can touch them and bless them every day of our life?  It is found in the same way.  We do this in the Bible.  But how can a baby read the Bible when they cannot read yet?  It is simple.  We must read the Bible to them.   We must bring Jesus to our children.  We do this at the family altar by reading to our children the Word of God.  This past week I visited the Northwestern Publishing House.  There I found about 20 devotional books for children and another 20 devotional books for adults.  One of them that I found was “Little Visits” published through Concordia Publish house.  There are four volumes to this series which means that you have enough material for four years without repeating a devotion.  The other devotional book that I found was “Time of Grace” by Mark Jeske also through Concordia Publishing House.  But today I want to read for you a devotion taken from a book called “My Devotions” put out through Concordia Publishing House.  I will read the devotion for July 11 entitled “Facing a Bear”.  It is based on Psalm 121 which says: I lift up my eyes to the hills.  Where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and Earth.
When I was young, my family liked to spend summer vacations camping in Yellowstone National Park.  Maybe you like to go camping too.  Sleeping on the hard ground isn’t as comfortable as sleeping at home.  However, it’s a wonderful treat to roast marshmallows over a flickering fire, to hike through the woods, to view spectacular  scenery, and to spend time with you family.  One night Dad and I walked from our campground to an outdoor theater to watch a nature movie.  Halfway through the movie, I decided I wanted to go back to our tent.  I was smart enough to take a flashlight and remembered the trail on which we had come.  However, I came to a stream that had to be crossed on a narrow bridge.  As I started to cross the bridge, I looked up.  There is the distance, standing nine feet tall, was huge black bear.  He was growling and looking very hungry.  I backed away slowly and went back to my father at the outdoor theater.  I would wait and walk home safely, holding my father’s hand.  This experience I had with my father reminds me of my heavenly Father.  Whenever I face a “big bear” of a problem or temptation, I realize that I need to always return to my heavenly Father and hold on to His spiritual hand.  In His Word and in Baptism, He gladly promises to be with me.  He holds my hand and leads me home safely through every danger.  The Lord will keep you safe from all evil of body and soul.  He also keeps his promise to be with you through every problem.  May you always turn to your heavenly Father for help and comfort.  May you also share with your friends the news of His love and protection.
Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you that I don’t need to face the “big bears” of the devil and sin in my life alone.  I believe that you have defeated sin and that you will always watch over me and protect me.  Help me always to hold on to Your spiritual hand for comfort and peace. Amen. 
 Do you see how easy it is to teach your children the Word of God at home?  All of these devotional books are available at most book stores and a very inexpensive price.  All you have to do is pick one up and then read it to your children.  It is amazing that when you do this even moms and dads, grandmas and grandpas can learn from God while we teach our children.  Often we will learn as much or even more than our children.  It is a habit that not only benefits our children, but we also benefit from it.
You see, all of us are going to face spiritual bears every day of our life also.  They might be bears like unemployment, illness, fear, worry, or any number of problems associated with sin.  We cannot defeat them because they are too big for us and much more powerful than we could ever be.  But they are not bigger or more powerful than our Father in heaven.  As long as we hold on to His hand spiritually we can overcome them and walk through this world safe and secure. 
Now I want you to think of our young children.  Right now they live in a world of giants.  It is easy for them to be afraid.  Even though they cannot express the faith in their hearts, it is still there.  When we nurture this faith through the Word of God we help them to hold on to God’s hand.  And, when they learn to hold on to God’s hand at an early age then they can remember to hold to God’s hand when they enter school, high school, and college.  Then they can remember to hold on to God’s hand when they begin to have children of their own and then they can teach their children the habit of being in the Word of God on a regular basis.  When this happens our children and grandchildren will be safe in the hands of God long after we are gone.
This is why Jesus gives us this lesson: Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Remember the little children that Jesus speaks about are children so young that we do not believe that they can understand.  
Yet, Jesus says that not only can they understand but Jesus says that they are a wonderful example to all of us about trusting God.  Jesus says I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.  They have a trust in their parents and in God that is pure and without worry.  God wants us to have a trust like this.  This trust must be taught and nurtured through the Word of God. And when it is the child will walk through this life holding on to the hand of their heavenly Father and live in the peace and hope that comes from living without fear.  This is why we must bring God to our children and why we must bring God to our own heart on a regular basis.  Because when we do we will also be holding on to our heavenly Father’s hand and live in a hope and peace that will also land forever.  May we always hold on to the hand of our God as we face the bears of this life and live in that peace that only God can give us. Amen
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