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A sound system that is significantly better than 

the one that was in use before - one that will 
support a wide variety of music. 

A space that can still be used for seating on 
those few services a year when we will have 

overflow crowds. (Did you notice the chairs in 
the space on October 13? It will be set up that 
way again for Christmas services.) 

And perhaps best of all: no more musicians star-
ing you in the face when you’re kneeling to re-
ceive the Lord’s Supper. 

 
Our music area is a change, but a change that 
has been a long time in coming. After a few 
weeks of getting used to it, we’ll wonder why we 
didn’t do it back in 2002 when the church was 
remodeled.  
 
It is the hope and prayer of many that this new 
music area might serve to inspire many thou-
sands with the songs of Christ in the years to 
come! 

A Music Space for Music 
Sounds 
Worshipers noticed something was afoot in Octo-
ber. Were the pews on the front right side of the 
sanctuary raptured in the middle of the night? 
No, the rearrangement of the sanctuary the first 
week of October was the end to almost two years 
of meeting, discussing, and planning. 
 
The Facility Improvement Committee noted back 
in 2011 that all was not well when it came to 
making music in our sanctuary. In a word, our 
sanctuary wasn’t really designed with music 
groups like Justified in mind. Many weekends 
featured a forest of music stands, mikes, mike 
stands, cords, power cords, amps, speakers, 
monitor speakers, stools, cords, cords, and more 
cords in the altar/pulpit area. This was, in a word, 
distracting. Many don’t realize it, but the setup 
and take down of all this equipment literally took 
longer than our groups either practiced or played 
for services. 
 
And then there were those awkward moments 
with musicians playing and singing in people’s 
faces while they were kneeling six feet away for 
holy communion… 
 
The Facility Improvement Committee proposed 
the idea of a dedicated music area. It was an 
idea that became more serious when a Trinity 
family stepped forward and offered to pay for the 
music renovation as a special offering of thanks. 
The area was officially proposed back in 2011 
and was included in facility plans that led to the 
“kickoff” of the church kitchen project. The con-
cept was shared with the Church Council, the 
Board of Elders, and received the Board of Trus-
tee’s final approval at their May meeting. In Octo-
ber, two years of planning because reality - and it 
sounds wonderful. 
What have we gained?  
 
A space that doesn’t detract from the altar or pul-

pit area.  
A dedicated space that is specifically built with 

music making in mind - no more long hours of 
set up and take down.  

Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
Concert Choir Comes to Trinity on 

November 17, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are pleased to announce the Michigan 
Lutheran Seminary Choir will be singing at 
all morning worship services on November 
17th at Trinity.  MLS, located in Saginaw, 
Michigan (with an enrollment of 241+) is a 
twin high school of Luther Preparatory 
School in Watertown, Wisconsin and is sup-
ported by our WELS members as it prepares 
future pastors and teachers.  Two of our cur-
rent pastors and our principal are grads of 
this school.  The choir is singing for the 
150th Anniversary of Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary in Mequon at 3 pm & 7 pm.  Make 
plans to attend these concerts.  
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The Trinity Lutheran is published  
monthly by: 
Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 
1052 White Rock Avenue 
Waukesha, Wisconsin  53186 
(262) 547-5350 • 547-8110 fax 
E-mail:  trinity@trinitywels.com 
Home Page:  www.trinitywels.com 
 
Summer Worship schedule: 
(call the office for specific dates) 
Saturdays: 5:30 pm 
Sundays: 8:30 &10:00 am 
Mondays: 7:00 pm 
No Memorial or Labor Day Services 

 
Regular Worship schedule: 
Saturdays:  5:30 pm 
Sundays: 7:45, 9:00 & 10:45 am 
Adult Bible Class  9:00 am 
Sunday School  10:30 am 
 

Trinity Pastors: 
Aaron Christie 
Lawrence Gates  
Scott Oelhafen 
 
Trinity Church Office: 
Sandy Huebner  547-5350 
Ruth Mattek 
 
Trinity Lutheran School  
Preschool ï Grade 8 
1060 White Rock Ave.  547-8020 
Principal:  Jeff Inniger 
 
School Office: 
Kristina Magsig 
Jennie Busse 
 
Trinity Child Care  
1060 White Rock Ave.  547-8522 
Director:  Joni Stenberg 
 
 
 
Items submitted for publication will be 
printed as space permits.   
Deadline for all submitted features is 
the 20th of the month preceding publi-
cation. 

From the Office of  
Pastor Scott Oelhafen  

Calling All Sinners/Calling All Saints at Trinity 

 
Greet all the saints in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:21). 

 
It’s coming!  Before the final sale on Black Friday for that bargain Blu-ray 
player … before the final whistle blows on Thanksgiving when the “right 
team” wins … here at Trinity Lutheran Church, we will celebrate All-
Saints Sunday on November 16/17, 2013.  This is a milestone worth cele-
brating.  Some well meaning Lutherans might ask:  “Isn’t that catholic?”  
Yes, it’s true —  since @ 609 AD this date has been used by Rome to 
recognize the saints.  But, Martin Luther retained many worthy practices 
of the church of his day, including the Festival of All-Saints.  Although, I 
freely admit that Bible-believing Lutherans have a different definition and 
purpose for All-Saints Sunday.  It’s not catholic … it’s Christian and it’s 
Biblical.  Let me explain with some background on “saints.” 
 
According to Paul’s inspired words (in Phil. 4:21), he wanted to send 
greetings to those Christian people who were part of that little Greek con-
gregation.  These saints were living-breathing Christians.  After all, here 
on earth, a saint is not someone who is perfect (except for Jesus, there is 
NO one perfect — check out Romans 3:10 & Romans 3:23) — but simply 
one who is perfectly forgiven (check out 1 Corinthians 6:11 & Isaiah 
43:25),   To illustrate this point in my grade school confirmation class, I 
pick the loudest student and have him stand in front of the class as I in-
troduce him this way:  “This is Saint David.”  As the class looks amazed 
and wonders if I missed the mischief this lively student did earlier on the 
playground or in the lunchroom, I further explain.  “Oh, I don’t mean he 
always looks like a saint in YOUR eyes.  Instead, because of his faith in 
Christ, God looks at HIM as a saint right now — he’s perfectly forgiven.  
And if our Father in heaven looks at him this way, we do too.”  What 
would happen if Christian wives first looked at their husbands that way — 
and visa-versa?  What would happen if Christian members first looked at 
their fellow leaders this way — and visa-versa?  We are loved first by 
God who alone makes us saints.  In Christ, we are at the same time sin-
ners and saints.  Truly, it’s a game-changer.  
 
We don’t pray to the saints (they can’t neither hear nor help us — check 
out Isaiah 63:16).  We don’t worship the saints (worship belongs to God 
alone .— check out Matthew 4:10)  We thank God for them and imitate 
their Christian faith.  That’s why we’ll thank God for those Trinity brothers 
and sisters who have died in the past year and now are enjoying the per-
fection of heaven.  We will print their names in the bulletin, read their 
names to remember them during all weekend services, and pray for 
those who mourn their passing.  We have invited the families of these 
brothers and sisters to come to these special services.  We will present 
each family with a special wooden cross that currently hangs in the 
church narthex and is artistically designed for them by Trinity member 
Rachel Pierson.  And we will pray for all those who have lost loved ones, 
but  also rejoice that these Christian loved ones are perfectly safe in the 
perfection of heaven. 
 
Calling all sinners and calling all saints on earth — live up to your high 
calling.  Praise God for your new status!  And let’s look forward to our fu-
ture home in heaven as we live every day as His saints below. 
      - Pastor Oelhafen 

mailto:trinity@trinitywels.com
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Trinity Youth Group 

 
 

You Are Invited to Trinityôs 
Fellowship Committee 

2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off on 11/9 
 

With the November 
cold blowing, come 
warm up with this 
fun event, spon-
sored by Trinityôs 
Fellowship Com-
mittee.  After the 
5:30 pm Saturday 
worship service, 
come to the Fel-
lowship Hall for the 
2nd Annual Chili 
Cook-Off.  Come 

taste all the delicious entries, make new friends, 
and renew old acquaintances.  A $3 (per person) 
free-will offering is suggested.  So find your 
prized chili recipe and compete to take home the 
coveted “Traveling Chili Pepper”.  Entry forms 
are found on the church narthex table.  For more 
info, contact coordinator Al Zipp 
al02rr@sbcglobal.net  Be a part of this important 
ministry to help our members get to know each 
other.  Sign up this week. 

Trinityôs Hispanic Work Continues 

On October 19th, Hispanic experts shared with 

us an important workshop called:  “Walk an Hour 

in My Shoes.”  Twenty people, including many 

Trinity leaders, spent their Saturday morning 

learning important Waukesha demographics, 

trends, and ways to welcome our Hispanic 

neighbors.  We plan to repeat this worth-while 

workshop in 2014.  Make plans to attend. 

 

 

 

 

The next phase of our Hispanic ministry began 

with English as a Second Language classes on 

October 14th.  This 10-week session not only 

teaches English but also Bible lessons.  Led by 

Bruce & Kim Hierlmeier, our 15+ Trinity volun-

teers are working hard to welcome our 

neighbors.  Please pray for them. 

Trinity’s Youth Group is back!  We’re off to great start.  We loved our first 
event in September, a Bible Study accompanied with donuts, juice, and 
coffee.  We also started planning for the rest of the year, so look for pre-
views of our events in the upcoming newsletters. 
In the meantime, here’s what the Teens of Trinity will be up to in the 
weeks ahead: 

November 10th, 10:30-11:30 am: Bible Study in the Shepherdôs 
Room. As usual, muffins, coffee cake, coffee, and juice will be pro-
vided. 
November 23rd, 1:00-4:00 pm: Cookie Bake & Decorate in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  We’re not only jamming to Christmas tunes and taste-
testing cookie dough; we’re benefiting Tomorrow’s Choice Family Re-
source Center. 
December 8th, 10:30-11:30 am: Bible Study in the Shepherdôs 
Room.  We’re looking forward to this discussion-promoting staple of 
Youth Group. 

December 31st, 8:00 pm-8:00 am: New Yearôs Eve Lock-In.  We’re 

ringing in 2014 all night long…and we’re looking for adult chaperones 

to help us do it.  Teens, sign up in advance, as we have limited space 

available.  Bring $10 and your favorite 2-liter of soda.  More details to 

come. 
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A Word from Trinityõs Congregation President 

Bounteous Blessings and Opportunities  
 
If you had the chance to see the slide presentation “The Blessings Continue” on the weekend 
of Oct. 19/20,  you realized that much has been completed and accomplished by the grace of 
God at Trinity Lutheran Church.  Our members continue to recognize the needs as well as the 
opportunities to help support and grow the Christian ministry at Trinity. 
 
I would like to use this newsletter to bring you up to date on the bell tower and chapel plan.  A 
recent inspection of the main White Rock entrance (future chapel location) and the steps lead-
ing up to the balcony show many areas of wear and tear; ceiling tiles, grout, floors, walls, etc.  
We are attaching two photos as examples. 
 
In my October newsletter, “Am I All In?ò, I drew attention to each of us being all in living our 
personal lives as disciples of Christ.  Today, as I finish this article, I am drawn back to my 
membership in Trinity Lutheran Church.  God’s house is our house to worship, praise and 
thank Him.  To those saints who preceded us and provided us with a beautiful church and 
school, may it be our calling to continue to keep God’s house in order.  
 
A major new stewardship initiative will unfold in 2014.  This three year capital campaign, with 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School (WLHS), will be a mutual benefit appeal and will benefit 
WLHS and Trinity.  This campaign is designed to keep 80% of all extra dollars here at Trinity 
and 20% to WLHS for their capital improvements projects.  More information will be coming in 
early 2014. 
       - Congregation President Ted Oertel 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñBring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be foor in my house.  Test me in 

this,ò says the Lord Almighty, ñand see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 

pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.ò  Malachi 3:10 
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TRINITY MINISTRY MATTERS  

Coming:  New Format  
for Church Newsletter 

The Trinity church newsletter will have a new format 
beginning in December 2013.  
It will be produced 4 times a 
year (December, March, June, 
September) be printed in color 
and directly mailed from a 
printing company. In the 
months between newsletters, 
high-quality cards will be 
mailed announcing major Trin-

ity events.  We pray this new format will help better 
communicate Trinity’s mission and ministries to keep 
you up-to-date. 
 
After all the years of “in-house” production we want 
to say thank you to the many volunteers who faith-
fully assembled the newsletter, month after month.    

  ééééééééééééééééé. 

Stephen Ministers Begin Their Work 
On November 10 at the 

10:45 a.m. service 15  

Stephen Ministers will 

be commissioned.  

These dedicated people 

have been through 50 

hours of training and 

are now ready to begin 

their caring ministry 

among us.  Please join 

us for this very special 

day and celebrate with 

these new Stephen Ministers as they are commis-

sioned and begin their work among us.  If you are 

unable to attend this service please congratulate 

them.  These special people are: Kris Borkowski, 

Wendy Dittmar, Bonnie Frederick, Christy Fregein, 

Keith Haberkorn, Gwen Lamb, Shirley Hilden, Roger 

Huebner, Linda Huebner, Nancy Nemeth, Joni Sten-

berg, Pearl Schwanz, Chris Tortorice, Lisa Zick, and 

Carol Kowalke.  We thank God for them as they be-

gin their caring ministry among us. 

 

  New Evangelism Tool:  Refer-a-Friend 

Link on www.trinitywels.com  

Statistics tell us that most people who come to our 
congregation are first referred by a family member, 
friend, co-worker, or 
neighbor.  Would you 
like an easy, elec-
tronic, and convenient 
way to refer someone 
you care about to 
Trinity?  Our congre-
gation has developed 
a new tool called:  
“Refer-a-Friend” on 
our church’s web site.  
Simply log-on to www.trinitywels.com/refer and fill 
out the simple form today.  Our Evangelism Com-
mission will follow-up with a low-key welcome and 
invitation to a worship service.  Working together, 
let’s reach people we know with a powerful Gospel 
invitation.  For more info, contact Evangelism Com-
mission chairman Joe Jannazzo 262-510-3684. 
 
   …………………………………………………………….. 

Advent by Candlelight:  December 1st 
 

Ladies of Trinity — please invite your friends, moth-
ers, daughters (age 14+) to this year’s Advent by 
Candlelight on Sunday, December 1 2013 at 6 pm 
as we prepare our hearts for the coming of the 
Christ Child.  Join us to be inspired and enjoy Chris-
tian fellowship and dessert with your sisters in 
Christ. 
 
Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex or volunteer 
to host a table.  Contact Kris Christie 414-243-3019 
for more information. 
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School News 

Who Am I? 

No, your eyes were NOT playing tricks on you! It’s true – you 
DID see famous people walking through the halls at Trinity 
Lutheran School!  We saw the likes of Annie Oakley, Vince 
Lombardi, Anne Frank, King Tut, Queen Elizabeth, Daniel 
Boone, Paul McCartney, Jim Henson, Jane Goodall, Tom 
Brady, George Lucas, Thomas Jefferson, J.K. Rowling, 
Harry Houdini and many more. 
The fourth grade students at Trinity were required to read a 
biography for their first quarter book report.  When they fin-

ished their books, they had to prepare a presentation and dress up as their character.  Many parents, 
grandparents and others were here to see and hear them Oct. 16-Oct. 23.  The students were a little nerv-
ous but excited.  They did a fantastic job!  I learned a lot from them! 
Please take a look at our pictures in the hallway and try to guess the characters from the “Who Am I?” 
clues.  If you have an iphone, you can use your QR reader and listen to the students themselves. 
Enjoy… 
In His Service, Mrs. Braun 
   ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

Trinity Trot a Success! 
During the month of October, students collected money for Trinity’s science and technology during the 

semi-annual Trinity Trot.  Trinity’s Parent Council also collected donations from businesses with Trinity 

connections.  On Friday, October 18, the student body and parents gathered in the gym for a pep rally to 

celebrate this occasion.  They also demonstrated their thanks to God for these wonderful donations.  The 

highlight of the day was when the student body and parents walked around the Fox River, proudly wearing 

t-shirts and carrying banners, proudly displaying Trinity Lutheran School.  As of the time of this writing, 

Trinity has collected $12,500 from this event.  All thanks to God for blessing us with this gift! 

    _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coming SoonðSenior Ministry 
In January Pastor Gates will be kicking off a new ministry at Trinity designed to accomplish two goals: pro-

vide real ministry opportunities for our seniors and organize social activities so we can encourage each 

other in our lives as children of God.  Mercy Ministry will be revitalized so we can support each other when 

trials come.  Watch for more information in the  bulletin… 

Thank you to our Ladies Aid who are already seeing ministry opportunities.  They did a thorough cleaning 

of the church balcony; it is now ready for us and for visiting choirs.  Thank you! 

Find us at: Trinity Lutheran Church WELS on Facebook 

Weekly Bible Studies 

 Tuesday- Women’s Bible Study @ Dady-Oh’s Restaurant @ 7:00 am 

 Tuesday- Stephen Ministry Instruction @ 6:00 pm 

 Wednesday-  Pastor’s Bible Class @ Dady-Oh’s @ 7:00 am 

 Wednesday- Bible Information Class– 7:00 pm  


