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Pentecost Weekend – May 22/23, 2010
Preacher:  Pastor Wayne Borgwardt
Sermon Theme:  The Holy Spirit has Come
Special Emphasis:  Pentecost and Commemoration for Pastor Schaumberg
Sermon Text:  John 15: 26-27
26﻿ “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. ﻿27﻿ And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.

This is Pentecost weekend, the festival of the Holy Spirit. This is also the weekend we commemorate Pastor Schaumberg’s ministry. Two entirely different events. One nearly two thousand years ago; the other, today. Note how different are the times. Yes, they had horses then, but they had no automobiles. Yes, they had messengers then, but they had no computers. Yes, they had spears and shields then, but they had no laser guided missiles or nuclear weapons. Worlds, centuries, eons apart. 

Or are they so different? Think of how closely the two are related. Pentecost really is closely related to Pastor Schaumberg’s service. And don’t stop there. It goes far beyond that. Think also about how closely Pentecost is related to the Christian service of everyone met here this evening.

1 To you
Now, if that disconnect is our problem, it is probably because we may be thinking of life merely in terms of the seventy or so years the Lord gives us to live on this earth. We plan our days in terms of how many days we have left.  So many days until I start school. So many days until I start my job. We will have so much time until we retire. That’s our working life. Then we may think of how many days we have beyond that until we die. That’s our retirement life. And then—the end. But you see what happens with that point of view. We are always giving up something. We are always spending life. We are giving it up. Giving it up until there is nothing left. We are always the loser. Death always wins.

But no. Christ turns that upside down. Christ always wins. Suddenly we are not boxed in by the number of years, months, and days we have left here. That’s only one part of our lives. Only one chapter. In Christ the full scope of our lives broadens out in all of its glory. Four full chapters. 

Chapter one begins already before creation. Scripture assures us that. Already before creation God in Christ was planning to save you and me. We don’t know much about it. But Scripture assures us that God’s love for us in Christ was not accident. God was thinking about you then and me then. 

Then comes chapter two—in this world. It is God infusing himself directly into our lives when God became man. In this chapter two Christ lived the perfect life we couldn’t live. He did it for you, for me. In this chapter two he died the death we could not die. He did it for you and me—and rose again.

Then comes chapter three—the here and now. That’s when Christ’s blessings are made our own personal possession. In faith we grasp them and make them our own. That is the most important aspect of those days and years we spend here.

That then blends into chapter four. That chapter is yet to be experienced. That is when those blessings will be firmly and finally our own. That’s when the Lord takes us to himself in heaven. That is the whole scope of our lives, not just those how many years we have here.  There is a supremely important connection between those two middle chapters, chapters two and three. It is called Pentecost.

Please note carefully when that Pentecost connection came. Jesus spoke about it in our text in the upper room. But it wasn’t there yet. He talked about them being with him “from the beginning,” three years--but it wasn’t there yet, but that moment had not yet come. When Jesus was on trial, the disciples fled. The moment had not yet come. After Jesus rose, the disciples still huddled behind closed doors. The moment had not yet come.

But the moment did come. A spectacular time. The sound of a rushing wind. Tongues of fire on the heads of the disciples. The disciples now speaking boldly. Communicating intelligently in languages they did not know. Baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The forgiveness of sins. Three thousand converted. Pentecost had come.

And it still comes to you today. Somewhere, probably in a desk drawer, is an envelope. It probably has your name on it. It tells you that you have been baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Maybe close by is another envelope, also with your name on it. You have been confirmed in the faith. The Holy Spirit has come. And even if you don’t find those certificates, you do hear the word, you read it and meditate on it, and if confirmed you have the privilege of approaching the Lord’s table, receiving Christ’s body and blood for the strengthening of your faith. The Holy Spirit has come.

To you, Pastor Schaumberg, the Holy Spirit also has come. It began in your rural Hartford home and attendance at St. Paul’s church and school in Slinger. Yes, it involved baptism and confirmation and Lord’s Supper. Thereupon followed the usual twelve year training program in WELS in preparation for pastoral ministry—four at Northwestern Prep in Watertosn, four at Northwestern College, also there, and four at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon.
Now this coming of the Holy Spirit for most us has been lengthy. For most of us it has been quite a bit longer than the three years the disciples spent with Jesus during his ministry. For you, Pastor Schaumberg, it has been well over twenty years. 

 2 Through you
There is another aspect to the service of the ministry. It is that time when preparation gives way to proclamation. Jesus speaks of that in our text: ﻿27﻿ And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. Not only does the Holy Spirit come to you; he also comes through you. When the Holy Spirit comes to us, we are like a sponge soaking up all the blessings God has for us in Christ. But there comes a time when we no longer keep it to ourselves, but we also pass it on.

That’s been your role throughout your ministry, Pastor Schaumberg. That began back in 1968 when you were called to Willoughby, Ohio. Then eight years later you followed the Lord’s call to Niles, Illinois. That also involved service as director of WELS Lutherans for life. Then, finally twelve years ago, you were called here to Trinity, making for more than forty years in the full-time ministry of the church.

Of course, you have had help. We think of your dear wife, Pat, and family, with whom you have shared both joys and sorrows, both in the office and at home. We think of your co-workers, both in church and school, who have shared the burdens of the day. We think of the countless volunteers, some official and some unofficial, who have walked these halls with you, supporting you and strengthening you. And don’t forget people you are not even aware of—the parents who bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and the prayers of countless others coming to the heavenly throne. These together have made your days—not invariably joyous—but these certainly have helped make your work fulfilling and rewarding. 
There is one, in addition, we simply must cite: the Counselor, the Holy Spirit. Without him neither you nor Trinity would have a ministry. Without him there would be no church. Without him there would be no Christians. Listen to some select passages:

1 Corinthians 12: No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. In other words, without the Holy Spirit, faith is impossible
Romans 8 and Galatians 4: You received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba,” Father.” Only through the working of the Holy Spirit do we know God as our Father and can speak to him as “Dad”
1 Corinthians 6: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. The washing away of sin comes through baptism. We are made holy and declared just only through the Holy Spirit
Galatians 5: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. All those Christian virtues are possible only through the Holy Spirit.

Earlier we spoke of four chapter nature of our lives; not just the here and now. Without the Holy Spirit the here and now is all that we have. But the Holy Spirit brings to this beautiful four-chapter vision of our lives. It is he who brings chapters two and three together for us. It is he with his gifts who brings it together for us.
Amen.
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