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(Prov 22:6 NIV)  “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”
   This is the final week of reviewing Trinity’s Mission and Vision statements. The theme that fits all of the areas is: “Do All To The Glory Of God.” Much of what we do at Trinity involves education. Education is going on right now as you hear some portion of the Word of God explained to you. Education goes on when we sing a hymn. Education goes on in our Bible Classes and Catechism and Bible Information Classes. Education goes on when you open your Bibles and read. Education goes on in our Lutheran Pioneer program, in our Sunday School Classes, in Trinity Lutheran School and Pre-school, and even TLCC. Much of the education is spiritual or Biblical. Today we will focus on the area of education as we look at OUR EDUCATIONAL VISION. In the process we will focus on three goals.  I. TRAIN FOR THE PRESENT, II. TRAIN FOR THE FUTURE, and III. TRAIN FOR ETERNITY.
I. First we want to remember to TRAIN FOR THE PRESENT. The Bible tells us: “Train a child in the way he should go.” Weeds grow up by themselves and grow however they want to grow. Good plants that you grow inside or outside of your home need special attention. You prune your roses, you trim your bushes, you will soon take out dead branches from your trees, you may cut back your vines. You can treat children either as weeds that can grow up by themselves or you can treat them as precious plants and trim and train them so that they are productive in life. 
   Listen to this one: Headline: “Do-it-yourself books have been recalled for bad advice. Nearly 1 million home-improvement books have been recalled because of errors that could lead do-it-yourselfers to make risky mistakes while installing or repairing electrical wiring.” The advice that can be gleaned from self-help books is not always so good. That holds true also about the advice that is given about raising children. Many books on parenting suggest that children are neither good nor bad, or maybe even basically good. It follows then that there is little need for discipline or training. Those books ought to be recalled. They are wrong and dangerous. There is a book that has always been right no matter what it talks about. That book is the Bible. The Bible starts with the fact that children have been infected with sin just as all of us have been. King David said it: (Psa 51:5 NIV) “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” Since children have a sinful nature from birth, yes, even from conception, it is necessary to train, correct and direct them. So the Bible directs us: (Prov 23:13 NIV)  “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.” Part of training a child will require discipline from us as parents and teachers. We do it for the present. Children need that training right now. Waiting will not work. Solomon, the wise writer of the book of Proverbs said: “Train a child in the way he should go.” That is training for the present.
II.  We also want to TRAIN FOR THE FUTURE. What is the benefit of training at the present? It produces a harvest in the future. Solomon said: (Prov 22:6 NIV)  “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” Present training is also aimed at the future. If you were to go through the records of people In prison, you would find a high percentage of people who came out of homes that were not very solid. Many came from single parent homes, from bad divorce situations, from abusive homes, from homes with alcoholism and drug abuse. The result was that there was precious little training, little discipline, little love, little direction. But the promise of God here is that if we train our children well when they are young, there is a much greater chance of them staying on the right path when they are older. 
   To do such training is going to involve moral decisions. Training needs to have a basis by which judgments about behavior are made. “I think” is no substitute for “God says.” Our Educational Vision starts with the foundation of the Bible as the platform upon which our morals stand. That simply squares with the words of the Apostle Paul who said to Timothy: (2 Tim 3:15 NIV)  “From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” For that reason we state in our 4th Vision Statement: “We utilize Trinity Lutheran School to assist parents and guardians in fulfilling our God-given responsibility to prepare our children for heaven and a God-pleasing life on earth utilizing the power and motivation of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God.” That is our philosophy of education. Education if it looks to the future will start with the Word of God and the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
III. We are not just concerned about the present or the future for education, we also want to TRAIN FOR ETERNITY. Paul talks about making Timothy wise for salvation and our vision statement encourages us “to prepare our children for heaven through the Word of God.” The direction here is toward eternity. One of the most pointed questions that Jesus ever asked was: (Mark 8:36-37 NIV)  “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? {37} Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” If the point of education is to train children to be nice children, well-educated, trained to get by in life and to hold decent jobs, then it falls way short. What happens after life is over? You can’t take a degree from high school to eternity. A doctorate degree from Marquette will not get you to heaven. It takes faith in Jesus to accomplish that. So we train for eternity whether in Trinity Lutheran School, or in Sunday School, or in our homes, or with our youth in ACTS. The focus is always heavenward.
    Did you hear about the little 8 year-old 2nd grade boy from Burlington who fell through the ice in the river and drowned right after the New Year? His name was Slade Baker. What does it matter now if he knew how to play games on his Wii or was the top student in his class or had the most expensive gym shoes in the class? What does it matter now? But there is one little item that was reported that brings some peace in the midst of the sadness. That little boy attended St. John’s Lutheran School in Burlington, a sister school to Trinity. What that means is that he had learned about Jesus and his love for him. He had been trained for eternity by studying the Word of God and the beautiful Gospel. If Slade is now safely home with Jesus, what did he really miss in life that mattered? If we keep a focus on training for eternity everything else falls into place. 

Trinity Lutheran School presentation

   Let me quickly share with you our final vision statement: “We encourage our members to develop Christian relationships beyond the structured activities of the congregation. These relationships support Christ-centered lives and encourage members to take an active part in the Great Commission.” Our Christian faith is not something to be hid or avoided. We are privileged to have many Trinity members who teach in the public sector from grade school to college. What a golden opportunity for you to show your Christian faith. While you may not be able to teach the Christian faith or Bible Stories, you surely can model it. You can act like a Christian, and talk like a Christian, and sometimes even express your Christian faith. As Jesus said: (Mat 5:16 NIV)  “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” So I take you back to our school and church theme for the year: Do all for the glory of God. 

