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Easter 6  --  May 8/9, 2010  --  Mother’s Day
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen
This sermon was preached using a Powerpoint presentation
Sermon Theme:  What’s a Great Mom in God’s Book?
1.  She’s a mom who listens to her LORD faithfully
2. She’s a mom who loves her family wisely
Proverbs 31: 30-31
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. Proverbs 31: 30-31

Dear friends of Jesus, baptized into the family of God,

     A little boy wandered into the lingerie department of a store to buy a gift.  Bashfully, he told the clerk that he wanted to buy a nightgown for his mom for mother’s day, but didn’t know her size.  The lady at the counter explained that it would be helpful if he could describe her.  Was she short or tall, thin or “filled out”?  After thinking for just a few moments, the boy replied:  “well, she’s just about perfect.”  So the clerk sent him home with a size 6.  A few days later, his mother came back to exchange the gift as it was just a little too small.  Instead of a size 6 her son brought home, she needed a size 26.  In the eyes of her son, that mom was just about perfect.  You see it didn’t matter how tall or short she was, how thin or heavy set.  She was HIS mom.  And she was just about perfect.

     Of course, there are no perfect moms – only a perfect God.  But, in our Bible reading for this Mother’s Day weekend where we would do well to honor moms – God’s representatives,  we’ll be taking a closer look at What Makes a Great Mom in God’s Book?  God’s Word will show us that a great mom in His eyes isn’t just one who can bring home the bacon, fry it up in the pan, and never let her husband forget that he’s her man.  No, a Great Mom in God’s Book is a mom who first of all listens to the LORD faithfully.  And secondly, God’s Idea of a Great Mom is a mom who loves her family wisely.

     Keep in mind who wrote the inspired book of Proverbs that we’re studying.  It was David’s son, King Solomon.  Now, you know what Solomon is famous for.  He’s famous for His wisdom.  We learn from the Bible how Solomon got that wisdom:  1KI 4:29 God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. 30 Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than any other man, (1 Kings 4:29-31).  Because God gave him His wisdom, King Solomon was one smart cookie.  Yet, for all that wisdom, Solomon is also famous for something else.  He’s famous for the ladies in his life.  Remember who Solomon’s mom was:  Bathsheba.  The Bible also tells us that Solomon had more than 700 wives.  For all his wisdom, Solomon went against the LORD’s command to have more than one wife.  Don’t think that Solomon ever got off scott-free.  Believe me, Jesus died for the guilt of that sin as He has died for all of our sins to make us right with God.  But, Solomon and future generations paid dearly for the consequences of that sin.  But, what’s interesting is that the Bible never hides sin of any kind, but often gives us more information than we want to know, to warn us.  Scripture doesn’t falsely build up heroes of faith like Solomon.  Instead, the Bible miraculously uses this sinner named Solomon to give sinners like us deep spiritual insights on What’s a Great Mom in God’s Book?  A great mom listens to the LORD faithfully.

     There’s no getting around it.  The way the world judges women and the way God judges women is miles, worlds, and an eternity apart.  Let me give you but one example:  the world looks at Hollywood actress Megan Fox and gives her a 10 for her beauty.  And it looks at a 90 year old grandma (like the picture of Christine’s beautiful grandma pictured on the powerpoint) and gives her less than 10.  That’s too bad.   Yes, outward beauty is a gift from God.  But, according to the Bible, outward beauty is not the ultimate standard by which a woman or mom is judged.  You see the world is really blind.  The world is obsessed with the outward appearance.  But what is truly important to God is on the inside.  When God chose David to be king over His chosen people, He chose him for his heart.  The prophet Samuel wanted to pick one of David’s  better-looking brothers.  God put it this way:  Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.  The LORD does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7).  You see, it’s what on the inside that counts with God.  A Great Mom in God’s Book is a mom who listens to the LORD faithfully.

     Listen as our reading begins:  Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  How true it is:  Charm is deceptive.  The person who is the most charming and full of personality on the outside may be just the opposite on the inside.  I think we’ve all known such people:  on the outside, they seem like they want to be your best friend, but on the inside they can easily be your worst enemy if you don’t do what they want.  There’s a saying that goes:  “you can’t judge a book by its’ cover.”  The same is true with personality.  You can’t judge a book by it’s cover nor can you judge a person by the charm they show.  God wants us to be humble, kind, self-sacrificing, and Christian to other people.  After all, all of us do represent Jesus Christ and simply reflect His love.  But, Solomon is right:  Charm is so deceptive and often hard to read.

     The same is true for beauty.  Beauty is so temporary.  But, our society seems to obsess with beauty.  From little on up, we’re taught that beauty is important.  When’s the last time you heard a grandma or grandpa say, “well the grandkids are sure nice, even though they’re not much to look it”?  When’s the last time you heard a teenage boy say:  “I don’t care what she looks like.  I like her personality.”  Who do you think he’s going to ask to the prom:  the one with looks or the one with personality?  That’s sad.  Yes, God wants us to take care of our bodies:  eat right and exercise.  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit.  But, charm and beauty are so fleeting.  And it’s foolish to exclusively judge others on the basis of how they look or act toward us.

     Notice the different standard God uses to judge beauty and charm.  The Bible says:  a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.  Ah, here’s a 10 in the eyes of God.  Really, there’s only one kind of beautiful and that’s a woman who is a Christian.  Notice the LORD doesn’t say anything about how much she weighs or what kind of perfume she wears.  Instead, God looks past the outward appearance and straight into the heart.  God’s looking for faith in the LORD Jesus, a mom who fears or respects the LORD.  It’s that faith that is given to every one of us in our baptisms.  And it’s that faith that continues to grow through the years with regular contact with God’s Word.  Of course by nature no mom or dad, son or daughter, grandson or granddaughter is perfect:  all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  And every soul has crossed God’s commands and is worthy of eternal death.  But, a Great Mom in God’s Book is one who listens to her LORD faithfully and finds her forgiveness in Jesus Christ.

      All of us have at one time or another known such beautiful women.  They may not have won beauty contests in this life, but they’ve won big by God’s grace in God’s book.  The make-up they wore wasn’t bought with credit cards or cold cash.  It was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ who died on the cross to make every sinner right with God.  The quiet and gentle spirit they had did not come from a bottle but from the influence of the Word of God.  And the Christian confidence and trust they had in dark & difficult days did not come from their own abilities, but from the blessed assurance that the LORD would always be with them.

     We’ve found these beautiful women in our mothers, grandmothers, and wives whose Christian faith lifted us up sky high when we’re down in the dumps.  We’ve found them in our sisters and aunts, in the nurses who care for us when we’re sick and in Sunday School teachers who lead us to our LORD Jesus.  And we’ve found them in nursing homes taking care of the seniors and in the day cares taking care of the very young.  Some of them have been married, some have not.  Some have given birth to children, others have not.  All of them share a heart that has been filled with love by the LORD Jesus.  And all of them share that love with us.  They have been a blessing to us and to their LORD Jesus.  They are Great Moms in God’s Book.  They are charming and beautiful to God and to us.

     You see, God’s Idea of a Great Mom is also one that loves her family wisely.  Every camper out in the forest has been told the same sage advice:  never come between a mother bear or her cubs.  Why?  It’s obvious:  the mother bear will do all she can to protect her little ones.  The same principal applies to Christian moms.  God wants Christian moms to protect and provide for their kids:  for their physical, financial, social and spiritual welfare.  But, it’s especially easy to forget the spiritual responsibilities or even what they mean in this fast paced world.  The story is told of a boy who was talking to his mother.  The mom asked her son:  “What is the highest number you ever counted to?”  The boy replies proudly:  “651.”  “Why did you stop at that number?”, the mom curiously asked.  “Well,” the boy stammered, “the sermon was over.”  I’m not so sure that’s not a true story.  That mom did take her boy to church, but forgot to help focus him on listening to the message.  Moms and dads – take your kids to church each week to learn more of the Savior who loves them -- help your kids spiritually and get more out of the service by talking positively about the worship service, asking them what the sermon was about, and helping your kids realize that we are but strangers here, that heaven is our home.  

     Like a mom constantly reminding her children, the Bible consistently tells us to praise the LORD for His blessings and we’d do well to praise Him today for blessing us with the Christian women in our lives .  But, notice what else the LORD says we are to do today:  Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.  Do you know what this means?  On this Mother’s Day, the LORD tells us not only to praise Him, but praise those Christian women who fear Him.  When the LORD says, let her works bring her praise at the city gate, He is reminding us that this praise is to be public.  Some day, it will be too late for you to praise your mom.  Perhaps it already is for you because your mom has been taken to her heavenly home.  If so, then bring her praise today by living the Christian life she taught you to live as she held you in her lap and wrapped her arms around you.  Then, you will truly have joy when you see your mom in heaven.  And if she is still with you, make use of the time that you have with her.  Let her know personally that you truly appreciate her for all she has done for you.  And don’t make the mistake of giving her one day out of the year.  Making your mom proud for Jesus’ sake is really a way of life.  As Solomon says:  give her the reward she has earned.

     Four preachers were discussing the positives of the various translations of the Bible. One liked the King James Version best because of its simple, beautiful English. Another liked the Revised Standard Version best because it was closer to the original Hebrew and Greek. Still another liked a contemporary version like the NIV because of its up-to-date language. The fourth minister was silent for a moment, then said, “I like my mother’s translation best.” Surprised, the other three men said they didn’t know his mother had translated the Bible. “Yes,” he replied. “She translated it into life, and it was the most convincing translation I ever saw.”  What’s a Great Mom in God’s Book?  It’s a Mom:  one who has Christian faith and passes that faith on to her family.  A blessed mother’s day to you and join me in thanking God for our moms.  Amen.
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