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February 13/14, 2010 – Mission/Vision Weekend #1 – Last Weekend of Epiphany
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen
Sermon Theme:  Do All to the Glory of God in Our Christian Witness
1.  We have the right mission  2.  We have the right motivation
This Sermon Was Delivered with a Powerpoint Presentation 
and an Evangelism Presentation by Commission Chairman Kyle Clark
Acts 1: 1-8
 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

Dear Christian friends,

     Picture yourself in a courtroom scene:  the judge, the jury, and the star witness on the stand ready to testify to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth (think of A Few Good Men movie).  Talk about pressure.  At that key moment, when justice literally hangs in the balance, what do you want that witness to do?  Do you want the witness to clam up and say:  “maybe I really don’t know what I’m talking about.  Better find someone else because I’m not very good at this”?  How heartbreaking if that witness really knew something important and didn’t share it.  Do you want the witness to start making things up on the spot?  “Once upon a time, in a land far, far away …”  Of course not.  Wouldn’t you give the witness this simple advice:  “Tell what you know.”  And that’s also the definition of a Christian witness:  one who tells what he/she knows.  Sometimes the devil makes it more complicated that it has to be.  Talk about easy.  Talk about simple.  Talk about important.  Tell what you know.

     In our Bible reading from the inspired book of Acts, we hear our Savior Jesus speaking to Christian believers -- dearly-loved, and His blessed-beyond-belief people.  Like a judge directing the one on the stand to go ahead, God speaks to His people including you and me and says:  “Be a Christian Witness” – simply tell what you know about Jesus with others.  He’s not telling us to clam up or make stuff up.  He’s telling us to be a witness – to tell what we know.  Sometimes we think that Jesus is talking to somebody other than us when we read Bible passages to share our faith with others.  He HAS to be talking to the trained professionals like pastors and teachers or those who are more comfortable talking about our faith than we are.  We might even argue that we’ve tried to tell someone about Jesus and it didn’t go well; we’ve invited someone to church and they didn’t come, or just maybe we feel we’ll make it worse.  That’s just the devil trying to make it hard for you to share the Gospel message.  If you’ve ever felt that way (and to be honest, all of us have), listen to God talking to you again for forgiveness, courage, and purpose.  For He most certainly is talking to every man, woman, teen, and child in this service about the awesome privilege and great responsibility of being His witnesses.  On this first of three weekends, designated by our Planning Committee as Mission/Vision weekends, we’re going to take a closer look how you can get more out of your church membership, how you can get more out of your Christian faith, and how you can fire up with God’s Holy Spirit, let’s follow under the banner of our 2010 congregational theme:  Do All to the Glory of God in Our Christian Witness.  We have the right mission and we have the right motivation.

     You know what a sequel is … it’s the next chapter in book or movie.  You might think of such sequels in a series like Star Wars, Pirates of the Caribbean, or the Rocky series.  Do you know that the book of Acts is a sequel of sorts?  The book of Acts is a follow-up Biblical book to one of the greatest hits in history … the Gospel of Luke.  In the Gospel that bears his name, Luke was an inspired eyewitness to the words and works of Jesus.  With his own eyes, he saw Jesus walking and talking as a human being.  He also saw Him do miracles as only God can do demonstrating His divinity.  Luke saw Jesus dead on the cross and alive out of the empty tomb.  And, now he writes this sequel of the book of Acts as an eyewitness – of one who simply tells what he knows of Jesus  The book of Acts is simply history of how God’s Holy Spirit grew the Christian church and it spread like wildfire.  It’s the true story how God changed ordinary followers like Peter and Paul to extraordinary witnesses for Christ.  As you hear the words of this book, put yourself in the place of the disciples … be filled like they were with the Holy Spirit … be thrilled with them as they saw thousands of people responding to the Gospel message … sense their commitment as they gave their every ounce of talent and treasure to Christ … and even in the face of death, be like them as they witnessed to us and others the greatest name in history …. the name that is above every name … in the name of the one who is the only way, truth, and life, … Jesus.

      This book of Acts contains the reason why we are still here on planet earth.  We’re here more than just to make money, have all the fun in life, and grab all the toys we can.  The book of Acts shows us our mission … what we are to be doing in our public and personal lives as redeemed children of God.  It gives us our purpose, our reason for living and our reason for dying.  Let’s have Jesus tell us our mission at the very end of the sermon reading:  you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Just tell what we know.  Note this is more of a promise than a command.  Jesus makes us His witnesses – so trust Him.  He assures us He will help us  by giving us the right words and be with us.  It’s a promise that we will be witnesses, to simply tell what we know.  Tell others how sin has messed up your life and your eternity.  And tell them that Jesus has saved you from your sin by dying for you to guarantee you and every believer heaven.  It’s that simple.  So what kind of a Christian witness are you?  If you think about it, you can be a good witness or a bad one.  So what kind of witness do you want to be?  Better question:  what kind of witness does God want you to be?  There are many different ways to be a witness for Christ.  We serve as a witness by our Christian example:  by coming to church each week (others want the peace we have), by praying, by reading the Bible, by modeling Christian patience and love to others.  But, our witness doesn’t stop there – it involves our Christian words:  talk about your faith and your congregation with others – and especially make it a point to invite your friends and family to come to church at Trinity to hear about Christ.  And being a witness includes your Christian involvement – when you generously give congregational offerings to send others on missions that we cannot go, by your active involvement in congregation activities, and your words that build others up instead of tear them down.  Think of this.  Did you ever wonder why angels aren’t God’s only witnesses?  I mean, angels would preach the best sermons (they’d be short) or be the best teachers (they’d keep you riveted on over word).  They’d know just what to say and when to say it.  But, we have an advantage angels don’t have.  We know what it’s like to be forgiven.  We know what it’s like to be saved from sin, death, and hell.  And we’ve been forgiven so that our lives don’t end, but so they begin right here and right now as Christian Witnesses.  And now, we’ve been given a mission.  Did you know Trinity has a mission statement?  It’s our reason for existing since 1887.  Do you know what it is or where it is?  It’s on the front cover of every week’s bulletin.  Let’s read that mission statement together:   Our mission is to glorify God through Jesus Christ our Savior and make Christian disciples of all people by boldly and lovingly preaching, teaching and witnessing the true Word of God in the Waukesha area and the world. 

     To be a witness is to bring God the glory.  Glory is a fancy Bible word for:  beauty, worth, or value.  To glorify someone is to give that person the beauty, worth, or value that person deserves and to speak of their honor so others may hear.  And isn’t God worth everything?  Isn’t He worth speaking about?  Charles Ryrie, a noted Christian author said:  “God’s glory is His reputation.  To live for God’s glory means to live so that God’s reputation is enhanced (heightened in quantity and quality) and not diminished in any way.”  That reminds us of this year’s theme from 1 Corinthians 10:31:  Do All to the Glory of God.  We give God our best because He is worth it.  And we can do that in our Christian witnessing.  But, we also need to witness the opening words  of our sermon reading:   1In my former book, Theophilus (Theopholis was likely Luke’s sponsor who made it humanly possible to write this book) , I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  Jesus didn’t just say:  ignorantly talk about things you have no clue about.  A witness learns first.  That’s why we go to church, read the Bible, and we learn what Jesus did for us from His crucifixion, His resurrection, and His ascension to heaven.  Jesus was preparing His witnesses for action and He is preparing us.  If you know a lot, tell a lot.  If you don’t know much about Jesus, just tell a little:  tell how you are a sinner who’s been saved by Christ.  I think of the words of the hymn:  Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying.  If you cannot speak like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul, you can tell the love of Jesus; you can say He died for all.

     Yes, we have the right mission.  But, we also have the right motivation.  So finally, what is our motivation?  Why are we to witness?  It’s not to earn a higher place in heaven or pay for even one of our sins.  It’s not because of fear or the promise of glory.  We witness simply because we are grateful for heaven and we want to give God the glory that He deserves.  We’re making a difference in the lives of others in our witnessing.  We join in a purpose that’s higher than ourselves.  And when we witness, it’s not us who does the converting.  It’s not up to us if someone believes and follows what we say.  That’s the converting job of the Holy Spirit and we simply tell what we know.  The early disciples didn’t have that power.  Listen to what Jesus said:  4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;  In other words, the Holy Spirit works through the words of the Bible to change stone cold hearts to hearts on fire for Jesus.  The Spirit did this then and He does that today.  And people are responding to our invitations today – more are coming to Trinity by our invitations.  It’s simply our privilege and responsibility to get them the Word as His Witnesses.  Kyle Clark from our Evangelism Commission has a short presentation to tell you how we do that at Trinity and how you can become more involved.

     I pray that you are proud of the efforts of our Evangelism Commission here at Trinity.  But, it would be a mistake to think that they are the only ones who need to witness.  I pray you have a better idea how we can serve as Christian witnesses together, to tell what we know about Jesus .  We’re simply following the first vision statement of Trinity.  Did you know our church also has a vision statement?  A mission statement gives us our purpose.  A vision statement tells us how to carry that purpose out.  Our first vision statement, adopted by our congregation reads:  We believe the Bible is God’s Word in its truth and purity.  Each member reaches out to un-churched friends, relatives, and neighbors and invites them to hear the Gospel message (John 3:16) proclaimed at Trinity.  My friends, there’s an urgency to sharing our faith.  Souls are dying every day without Jesus.  And some of these people we know – they may even be our friends and neighbors.  Will you simply be a witness?  In our pastoral sub-committee we talked about what would happen if just one thing changed in our congregation.  And one of the things we talked about was this:  if we truly understood how lost, “the lost are”, we’d have no trouble sharing our faith.  In other words, if we really got it that those who don’t know about Christ are going to hell and some of the spiritually lost are related to us, we’d do something about that today.  Will you join me?  Just be a witness.  Just tell what you know.  Jesus isn’t just looking for a few good men to witness.  He’s looking for you.  Will you respond?.  Will you invite someone you know to hear about Jesus this week?  Amen.
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