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Pentecost 3 – June 12/13/14, 2019
Preacher:  Pastor Scott Oelhafen
Sermon Theme:  Learn from the Collision at Nain
1.  Death went out	2.  Life went in	3. Victory spread everywhere
Sermon Text:  Luke 7: 11-17
Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and His disciples and a large crowd went along with Him.  As He approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.  And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and He said:  “Don’t cry.”  Then He went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still.  He said:  “Young man, I say to you, get up!”  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.  They were all filled with awe and praised God.  “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said.  “God has come to help His people.”  This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.

Dear fellow believers of Jesus who promised us:  “Because I live, you also will live”,

     With video cams rolling, a brand new car hurtles down a test track accelerating into a concrete barrier.  You often see this sight in slow motion.  CRASH!  SMASH!  Air bags deploy and glass shatters everywhere.  Crash dummies recoil from this intentional and violent impact.  Strangely, the test is repeated over and over again with more new cars.  So why the seeming waste of valuable automobiles?  There are reason for these collisions.  Researchers are trying to learn from these collisions to improve safety conditions when real people are involved in real accidents.  Scientific data is gathered.  And important lessons are learned for the future.  In our sermon reading for today, a Godly inspired researcher, a doctor actually named Luke, carefully documents another collision that took place outside the non-descript Galilean city of Nain.  This particular collision didn’t involve fast sports cars or fancy SUVs.  Oh, but two very different groups collided in spectacular fashion.  A procession of death met a procession of life.  At the front of one was a man who had been defeated by death.  And in front of the other was the God-man who was sent from heaven not only to delay death, but defeat it permanently.

      Death can feel a lot like that.  It can feel like a collision, especially for the ones left behind.  It often comes out of nowhere.  Lives are shattered and hearts are damaged permanently.  Sometimes death involves accidents.   Sometimes death is almost expected.  But, after it strikes, it’s hard to sift through the emotional wreckage that death brings both for the young and old.  Don’t let anyone fool you:  death hurts every heart, even the Christian.  Why?  It’s because we will miss the person that has died and we have a need to properly grieve.  Really, when death collides into our lives, it’s a cold reminder that every single human being will personally face it – there is no escape.  It’s a reminder that the Bible is true:  that the wages of sin is death.  And that makes most people feel as help-less as a crash test dummy.  But, take heart my Christian friends, and have more hope, have Christian hope.  Don’t try to ignore death.  But, don’t go to the other extreme and become obsessed with it either.  Instead, let’s review what Jesus said and did about death in Nain.  And may this well-documented miracle inform and inspire us to put our trust and our lives in the almighty hands of Jesus.  Let’s return to the Scriptural scene and Learn from the Collision at Nain.  When we do, we’ll witness how death left, how life comes, and how victory spreads.

     Our sermon reading begins this way:  Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain and His disciples and a large crowd went along with Him.  As He approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.  And a large crowd from the town was with her.  Yes, death was most certainly leaving town.  Although all funerals produce a certain amount of sadness, some seem more tragic than others.  When an elderly person dies, as Christians, we are often grateful for the long life they had and that their struggles with old age have ended.  But, when someone in the prime of his/her life dies, it seems like life is unfair.  That’s especially true when parents have to bury a child.  Some of you know personally what I’m talking about.  The other thing that adds a level of misery to funerals is the circumstances of those who were close to the deceased.  All these misery factors and more were a part of a funeral procession that was leaving Nain on the day Jesus entered the city.  A young person was dead.  A mother was burying her son.  What makes this more tragic is that this mother had already buried her husband and was now all alone.  This meant long-term and short-term misery for her.  She’d face a future with little companionship and no financial support.  There were no government programs to bail her out.  It would be a life of poverty and misery until she too was carried to the cemetery.  Funerals don’t get much more heart-wrenching than this.  It would have been a cold heart that wasn’t touched by this funeral procession.  Yes, death was leaving town.  And, in a very real way, aren’t we a part of that procession?  Hebrews, chapter 9:27 tells us:  Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.  All living things are headed to the cemetery.  Why?  St. Paul further explains in Romans, chapter 5:12:  Therefore just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men because all sinned.  People don’t just die of heart attacks, strokes, and cancer.  People die because people sin.  That means all of us are on a collision course with death because we too have sinned against God by our complaints, lies, and arrogant attitudes and deserve death and eternal punishment.  That’s not good news.  But, it’s news we need to hear.  Yes, because of death, hearts are broken, dreams shattered, and tears are shed.  It’s a train of misery we all must ride.

     But, don’t jump off the moving vehicle yet.  Have hope, have Christian hope.  Yes, death will leave every town, but look who’s riding in here and put your hope and faith in Him.  Jesus is now here.  Truly, when we recognize Jesus, life comes in and everything changes for the better.  Let’s hear what happened:  When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and He said:  ‘Don’t cry.’  Then He went up and touched the coffin and those carrying it stood still.  He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.  Let’s learn from this collision.  First, we see that Jesus had compassion on this family.  His heart went out to the widow about to bury her only son.  That tells us something important.  If we are ever tempted to think God doesn’t know what we are going through when we stand at the grave of a loved one, we need to remember that Jesus is not only fully God, but fully human – He has feelings.  He knows how painful death is.  Someone once said:  “Sympathy says:  ‘I’m sorry’.  Compassion sees and says:  ‘I’ll help’.”  Thankfully, Jesus does more than just show sympathy … He helps.  Jesus, the LORD of life, performed a miracle here and did what no one else could do to prove Himself as the Son of God:  He raised a dead person to life.  Young man, I say to you, get up.  Jesus simply spoke, and death ran away.  But, remember, Jesus didn’t just come into town as a short-term solution for death, but a permanent one.  And that was good news indeed for that young man, for his mother, for you and me.  Think about it:  that young man was now alive would die again – maybe not that day … but soon, too soon.  Jesus came to permanently end death’s power.  Hebrews, chapter 2:15 reminds us that Jesus came so that by His death, He might destroy him who holds the power of death, that is the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  Now, you know why Jesus spoke directly to the dead man.  Jesus was on His way to the cross to face death in our place.  And when Jesus died on the hill we call Calvary, Jesus’ earned forgiveness and eternal life in heaven for every sinner, for sinners like that young man of Nain, for sinners like you and me.  And to prove it, Jesus walked out of the grave on Easter morning.  Death couldn’t hold Jesus and it won’t hold you and me, even when we die.  The contrasts in the two processions couldn’t be clearer:  death was coming out of Nain and Life was going in.  The wages of sin was going out.  The sacrifice for sin was going in.  And Jesus brought life:  physical life, spiritual life, and eternal life.  Believe Him.

      When a big collision takes place we expect to see pieces fly by.  There’s a business in Kansas that picks up the pieces after train wrecks.  They will tell you that sometimes train collisions are so powerful that cars will fly hundreds of feet from the tracks.  Sometimes, it’s difficult to find all the cars.  The result of this collision at Nain was spectacular.  Luke concludes our sermon reading this way:    They were all filled with awe and praised God.  “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said.  “God has come to help His people.”  This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.  Remember:  death went out of town and life went in.  The two groups became one.  And the result … eternal victory.  And this victory spread everywhere.  It spread from Galilee all the way to Judea to even Waukesha.  Put yourself in the sandals of that young man.  Do you think he was ever the same?  Do you think he came away from that funeral procession thinking:  “This Jesus … big deal.  I’ll follow him later.  Right now, I’ve got to get back to work.”  Impossible.  Or how about his mom:  “Worshiping Jesus – why?  I’ve got a good excuse.  I’m a widow and I’ll worship Jesus when I feel like it.”  Of course not!  Not only were they changed … the whole crowd who witnessed this miracle was changed … forever.  They never had to fear death again – they had met the one who came for and conquered death forever.  And we are changed too – for the better.  Don’t let the devil make you feel all alone when death strikes.  Don’t run from God when you are hurting.  Run to Him.  He may not have raised your dead the last time you were at a funeral.  But, He has given each of us spiritual life through the waters of Holy Baptism and connected us to His victory forever.  More than likely, we won’t be raised from the dead in a funeral procession.  But, we will be raised forever when Jesus returns on Judgment Day to join our resurrected bodies with our souls in heaven.  Talk about victory … we have the best victory ever when you remember Jesus … we have eternal life.  We hit the jackpot … we won the eternal prize … all by God’s grace.  May that never leave us the same again.  Yes, just ask those who viewed the Collision at Nain:  Following Jesus closely IS a BIG deal.  Serving Jesus day after day IS a BIG deal.  And worshiping Jesus each week during the summer IS a BIG deal.  We’re grateful for every moment God graciously gives us.  And facing death as a Christian reminds us that death is not the end, but simply the door to experience eternal life in heaven.  Yes, you can learn a lot from the Collision at Nain.  Don’t be a crash-test dummy, clueless about what will happen next.  Instead, be a confident Christian who not only says, but believes:  I Know that My Redeemer Lives.  Amen.
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